  Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday April 8th 2009 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Councillors Hind (Chairman), Allsopp (Vice Chairman), Brooks, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Newstead, Page, Walker and Mrs Walker
with Cllr Allen, Head Groundsman Mr Brown, a representative of the local 
press and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

were received from Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Mrs Hurst and Hurst.  
1543
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council, Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottinghamshire Police. 
Cllrs Allsopp and Brooks declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  
1544    Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 1533 Cemetery sign   Members reviewed a proposed layout for a large sign for the Cemetery at a price of £65, and consideration was given to installing a sign at both entrances.  The sign will be mounted on a wooden board and installed by the groundstaff above the hedge to be easily seen as visitors approach the Cemetery.   It was,

RECOMMENDED

 that two signs be purchased.  
2. Directional Signs to Village Centre and Cemetery   Members were advised that the new sign agreed for the Cemetery should be visible from the road and further directional signs may not now be necessary.  The sign to the Village Centre is still required and the County Council will be asked to provide the cost of installing that sign alone.  
1545
Cemetery Extension
The land in the extension area is presently being levelled and re-seeded.  Once completed, the next step will be to obtain quotations to install the loop road from the Belvoir Road entrance through to the new gates.   Discussion was given to the poor condition of the existing road from Belvoir Road which could possibly be resurfaced at the same time as installing the new road.   The repair work has been submitted as a possible project bid to the County Council BBC fund – it will not be known if this has been successful until the end of  April 2009. 
1546
County Council Cycle Track 


Cllr Walker outlined the very early proposals of two suggested cycle tracks in the village 


that the County Council is hoping to install.  Members gave their initial thoughts to the 
proposals which will be fed back to the County Council.   


1547
Road Markings Mount Road 
Members considered requesting that ‘H’ bar road markings be installed across the driveway to the property next to the Mount Road Cemetery and also on the opposite side of the road there.  Access problems are experienced when there is a funeral, or during other busy times at the Cemetery.   It is understood that the resident concerned is prepared to pay for the markings across his own drive and the County Council is presently preparing costings for this. 
1548
Lakeside Banks


Mr Brown advised that reinforcement work is necessary to the Lakeside banks at the Orchid 
Close area.  He considered that gabions (special netting or cages filled with large stones) or 
just very large boulders on their own could be preferable – these could be lowered into 
place and could not be moved as done so previously by young persons unknown.  This is 
another possible project for submission to the County’s BBC fund.   Mr Brown was asked to 
prepare some options and bring them back to committee.  
1549
Hearing Loop System


Members gave consideration to a quotation of almost £2000 to install a hearing loop system 
in the Village Centre, along with microphone options.  Members discussed this and 
considered that although desirable this is quite expensive and further quotations should be 
sought.  The Council does have a cordless microphone and amplifier that can be used more 
readily at meetings and conferences.
1550
Lakeside Shopping Centre


Cllr Mrs Jarvis advised that she had received several complaints regarding the poor 
aesthetic state of the Lakeside Shopping Centre, particularly in terms of litter and debris left 
in front of the Centre.  The shop owners advise that the main problems are as a result of 
the Grove school pupils leaving rubbish there at lunchtimes, and they suggest that the pupils 
should be supervised when there.  Similar problems are experienced on the Council’s 
playing field.  Cllr Walker undertook to raise this with the head teacher to see what could be 
done to improve the situation.  
1551
Dorewood Court Footpath


Members gave consideration to a request for support from Newark & Sherwood Homes to 
formally apply to stop up a stretch of pavement around Dorewood Court which was actually 
carried out nine years ago to form a garden for residents at 5 Dorewood Court.  No 
objections have been received since the pavement was closed.  It was, 

AGREED

that the application should be supported.
1552
Quarterly Bonus


Approval was given to payment of the groundstaff’s quarterly bonus. 

1553
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  A letter from the consultation company commissioned by the District Council to undertake a Water Cycle Strategy to canvass parish’s knowledge and views concerning water related matters within their areas, asking that comments previously submitted are not repeated.   It was considered beneficial to put the company in touch with local resident Mr Gascoigne who has regularly offered his expertise and advice on this subject. 
b)  Notice that two young footballers from a local team based on the playing field had deliberately set off the fire alarm one Sunday afternoon, causing considerable disruption and curtailment of a Christening party which was taking place in the hall.  A letter was sent to the team who has since offered to pay for the hire refund given to the party with an undertaking that it will not happen again.

c)  Notice of a temporary speed restriction of 40mph along Great North Road between Balderton and Fernwood whilst the cycleway is installed.  The restriction is in place from April 20th to September 25th 2009. 
d)  Notice that Newark Athletic Club has organised a race on June 4th 2009 commencing at 7.15pm from the Flowserve factory using the Sustrans cycle track and path around the Lake.

1554
Future agenda Items 
            Cllr Mrs Hoyes reported that there is an overgrown shrub at the junction of Buttercup Close 
& Oak Drive which is encroaching over the pavement causing people to walk on 
the road.  

Cllr Mrs Jarvis undertook to raise this issue with the householder.


Cllr Brooks advised that he has asked that Council meeting start times be included on the 
next full Council agenda. 
The meeting closed at approximately 8.25pm
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