Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday December 2nd 2009 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Councillors Allsopp (Chairman), Mrs Hoyes, Hurst, Mrs Jarvis,

Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker
with the Head Groundsman Mr Brown, a representative of the local press, and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

were received from Cllr Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Hind and Mrs Hurst.  
1600
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. Cllr Allsopp declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllr Mrs Newstead declared a personal interest to minute reference 1606 – allotments. 
1601
Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:

1. Re Minute 1592.1 Mount Road Parking  Members were pleased to hear that the parking situation has improved since the sign was installed on the railings of Ghent House.  

2. Re Minute 1592.2 CCTV in Cemetery  The Health Centre has advised that further cameras cannot be added to the CCTV system to help monitor activity in the Cemetery.  
The situation with problem behaviour in the Cemetery has improved slightly – possibly due to winter daylight hours and inclement weather.  Members agreed to discuss the issue again in the Spring. 

1602
Cemetery Extension
The Architect has provided the final specification for installing the road into the extension - contractors will be asked to submit at the same time a price to re-surfacing the existing road because it is in such a poor condition.  The Architect’s office will write out for the quotations which will then be reviewed by the Cemetery sub committee to make a recommendation regarding the preferred option.  

1603
Core Strategy Options Report 


Members discussed their response to the consultation document ‘Core Strategy Options 
Report’ from the District Council which forms part of the Local Development 
Framework setting out a plan for managing development in the whole of the District’s area 
up to 2026.  Mr Steve King from the District Council’s planning department had given a presentation to members last week about the process.  A generic reply will be drafted from the Council that though not against progress in principle, certain areas of concern should be highlighted; namely that the employment, infrastructure and health service provisions should be in place before the houses are built.  The question of where the Southern Relief Road’s  exit will be in Balderton will also be raised – it is considered to be far too hazardous to come out from Staple Lane. One statement in the document will also be questioned – that the Balderton Sewerage Works can take 2000 more properties before it is upgraded?  Members gave particular consideration to the question of the location of strategic sites and it was,

AGREED
with 7 votes for and 1 against that ‘Land to the South of Newark’ and ‘Land around Fernwood’ are preferred rather than ‘Land to the East of Newark’ owing to the land drainage/flooding implications for Balderton. 

Any member wishing to send an individually completed comments form will do so as it is a 
public consultation process. 
1604
Young Persons Project

Members gave further discussion and consideration to committing an earmarked sum of £10,000 for young people’s facilites.  Previous suggested projects have included a teenage shelter, a kicking wall, seating, lighting at Lakeside, Youth Centre improvements, equipment suitable for older children on play areas, a higher fence and seating on the playing field’s hard surface play area, improved signage for the playing field, seating at the Lakeside Shopping Centre, and improved clearing of litter and dog waste on the cycle track.  The issue was deferred to the January meeting where Cllr Hurst undertook to advise of progress from a local steering group that has been formed to look at various options. 
1605
Cycle Racks 

Members considered options for cycle racks to be installed on the Village Centre car park – Cllr Walker had kindly given a grant of £500 for this project from his County Council funding.  The preferred type was decided at a cost of £115 each – four will be ordered, and the remaining cost to fix them on site will be met from the £500. 
1606
Allotments 
The issue of the balance of expenditure against income in relation to the allotments had been scheduled for discussion but was deferred to the January meeting when more Councillors should be present.  
1607
Quarterly Bonus 


Approval was given to the groundstaff’s quarterly bonus payment. 
1608
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  Notice of approved works to several trees at 6 The Woodwards which are subject to a Tree Preservation Order.
b)  A verbal request from a fun fair owner to hold events on the playing field.  In the past fun fairs have been allowed on the field but were stopped following substantial damage caused to the outfield which is still evident several years on.   Members unanimously agreed that this could not be accommodated on Council land.  

c)  A letter from the District Council regarding Community Action for Climate Change – ‘The Greening Campaign’ which is a scheme to engage and encourage communities to tackle climate change. Further details will be obtained.

d)  A copy of the Notts PCT’s ‘Newark’s Healthcare Review’ consultation document which can be commented on up to March 6th 2010.  The document offers the opportunity to comment on the current healthcare services and asks what needs to change.  A public meeting is scheduled for Tuesday February 9th 2010 in the Balderton Village Centre from 3.30pm -5.00pm.  
1609
Future Agenda Items 
Cllr Walker informed that petitions have been presented to the County Council to protect Elton, Orston, Alverton and Kilvington from HGV traffic which, if implemented would have a detrimental effect on Balderton as all the waste disposal lorries from that area come through Balderton.  Cllr Walker provided a copy of the document for the Council.  The situation requires careful monitoring.   

Cllr Mrs Newstead raised a concern regarding the size of fireworks that are allowed to be used.  Cllr Walker undertook to make enquiries with Trading Standards.
Mr Brown advised that Mr Dave Smith was retiring at the end of term after forty years teaching at the Grove School.  Mr Smith has been very supportive to the Council staff whenever they have needed to deal with pupil problems on the playing field.  A letter of appreciation and well wishes will be sent to him.    





The meeting closed at approximately 8.10pm.
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