  Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday January 14th 2009 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Councillors Hind (Chairman), Allsopp (Vice Chairman), Brooks, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Newstead, Page, and Walker
with the Head Groundsman Mr Brown, five parishioners and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

were received from Cllrs Sheppard and Mrs Walker.
1526
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council, Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottinghamshire Police. Cllrs Allsopp and Brooks declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  
The meeting was closed to take public comments.  One resident asked about the proposed  interactive speed signs for Hawton Lane?  Cllr Walker undertook to continue to keep him informed of progress.  
The same resident asked that the middle gate to the playing field be closed at the same time as the other gates.  Another resident asked that the middle gate be kept closed.  This issue was a scheduled agenda item and would therefore be discussed later. 
The meeting re-opened.  

1527    Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issue was discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 1522 CASY/Young Persons Project Fund  The possibility of committing a sum of money to CASY from the £10,000 earmarked for a young persons project will be discussed at the next Finance and General Purposes meeting.  
1528
Cemetery Extension
The contractor has commenced work to install the perimeter fence, wall and gated entrance to the Cemetery extension.  Some problems are being encountered by the contractor with  anti social behaviour and minor damage occurring overnight.  It is anticipated that the work will be completed within the next two weeks. 

Enquiries are being made for a price to clear and flatten the land in readiness for installing the new roadway which is scheduled to take place in the next financial year.  
1529
Playing Field Middle Gate
Members gave discussion to the present practice of closing the middle gate to the playing field every day at 4.00pm.  It was considered on balance that there are insufficient reasons to change the practice. 
1530
County Council Signs    

The committee gave consideration to a quotation of £586.09 to install directional signs; one to the Village Centre and two to the Mount Road Cemetery.  The signs were requested by the Council to help visitors to the amenities but members were concerned by the cost.  Cllr Walker undertook to look into the issue with the County Officer responsible.
1531
Turks Head Car Park 

Discussion was given to the option of renting a section of the Turks Head car park of approximately twenty vehicle places at a cost of £7000 a year from the new owners.  It would not be the Council’s intention to charge for the community to park there.  Members considered unanimously that on balance the expenditure could not be justified.  A letter will be sent to the owners advising of the decision and ask that they re-consider the option to allow public parking on the car park.  
1532
Centre Bar Area Wall 
Consideration was given to installing Perspex to the bottom of the wall near to the bar area to afford it some protection. The approximate cost to purchase the Perspex is £140.  It was,

RECOMMENDED

that the Perspex be purchased and installed.


Cllr Brooks left the meeting at approximately 7.28pm.
1533
Cemetery ‘Rules’ Sign 


Consideration was given to installing a large single sign at the Cemetery to show the 
relevant rules, regulations and advice - this would remove the need for several different 
signs.  Members agreed to this suggestion in principle and prices will be obtained. 
1534
Memorial Stones 
All the headstones in the Cemetery have now been topple tested and several families have contacted the Council for instruction.  There are a small number of people who refuse to accept  responsibility or that any work is necessary, and several where no contact has yet been made.  Discussion was given to the situation and it was,

RECOMMENDED

that where necessary any such headstones will be laid flat to 





prevent further risk to visitors and staff alike.  The sub- 




committee will give future consideration for the Cemetery 





extension  rules and regulations to avoid future problems 




relating to memorial stone safety.    
1535
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  Notice of a Parish/District Community Safety Liaison Group meeting on Monday January 26th 2009 at Kelham Hall – Cllr Mrs Hurst advised that she hopes to attend the meeting as the Parish Council representative. 
b)  Notice of a further exhibition relating to the Newark Growth Point proposals to be held at Millgate Community Centre, Pelham Street on Saturday January 24th 2009 between 10am and 4pm. 

c)  A letter from a Newark resident suggesting that the Garden of Remembrance is gravelled between the tablets to minimise maintenance.  Members considered on balance that containing the gravel can be problematic and that grass is still preferable.
d)   A quotation to install wooden gates to the front and back of the Centre – this has been previously discussed as an option to prevent cyclists travelling at speed around the corners of the building.  Members agreed in principle to the work being carried out and a further quotation will be obtained. 
e)  A suggestion that the Council purchase a small boat for maintenance and safe emergency work at the Lake.  Local enquiries will be made for a suitable, affordable option. 

f)  Concerns have been expressed about allowing the playing field to be opened on Christmas Day as it could erode the Council’s right to lock the field.  The issue will be given further discussion.  

1536
Future agenda Items 
1. Cllr Page asked if the speed limit of 40 mph on London Road between Main Street and the A1 roundabout could be reviewed to match the speed limit further along London Road which is presently 30 mph.  Cllr Walker advised that this was scheduled for consideration by the County Council and undertook to raise it with the authority.

The meeting closed at approximately 7.55pm
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