                                  Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday January 13th 2010 at 6.55pm

PRESENT
Councillors Allsopp (Chairman), Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Mrs Hoyes, 

Mrs Hurst, Hurst, Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker
with the Head Groundsman Mr Brown, three members of the public and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

were received from Cllrs Hind and Page.   
1610
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and Brooks declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllr Mrs Newstead declared a personal interest to minute reference 1614 – allotments and to minute reference 1617 - exempt issue at the end of the meeting.  Cllr Mrs Hoyes and Hurst declared a personal interest to minute reference 1613 – Young persons project.  
The meeting was closed to hear three allotment tenants who were concerned about the ‘allotment income and expenditure’ which was a scheduled committee agenda item for discussion.  They suggested that an Allotment sub committee be formed made up of Councillors and tenants which could meet periodically or as required and some meetings could take place at the allotment site.  

The meeting re-opened and members gave initial consideration to the proposal.  It was considered that an Allotment sub committee could be beneficial and the issue was referred to the full Council meeting to allow all members the opportunity of electing to join.  It was considered that an appropriate number of members for the sub committee would be three Councillors, two tenants and the Head Groundsman Mr Brown. 

The allotment tenants were thanked for their attendance and they left at approximately 7.05pm. 

1611
Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:

1. Re Minute 1569.2 Green Flag Award   Members were advised of the substantial amount of administrative work required to complete the application process.  It was considered that the required Management Plan could be worked upon throughout the next 12 months in order that it is in place for next year’s applications.  

2. Re Minute 1608 Community Action for Climate Change  Members undertook to review the information circulated about this issue for future discussion. 
1612
Cemetery Extension
The Architect has received all three tenders for the next stage of the work to install the road into the extension.  The contractors had been asked to also submit a price to re-surface the existing road because it is in such a poor condition.  Members of the Cemetery sub committee will be provided with copies of all the tenders in readiness to make a recommendation to Council. 

1613
Young Persons Project

Members gave further discussion and consideration to committing an earmarked sum of £10,000 for young people’s facilites.  Cllr Hurst advised members of a local community business consortium that has been formed to look into the possibility of running a Community Café at the Lakeside Centre.  It is envisaged that the Café would be open from early in the morning to late evening to enable it to be used by people of all ages including young people before and after school, with possible counselling sessions being run there.  Any profits made would be re-invested back into the local community.  The project has received positive feedback from the organisations that have been made aware of it to date. 

Members were supportive in principle to the idea of the Cafe project but had some concerns about sustained running costs and considered that a business plan must be submitted and reviewed by the Council before any public money could be committed.   
1614
Allotments 
The issue of allotment expenditure and income had been scheduled as an agenda item but was deferred to the next committee meeting, when the Councillor who had originally requested it for discussion should be present.  
1615
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  Notice of approved works to several trees at The Highfields School which are subject to a Tree Preservation Order.
b)  Details from a Grantham company who supply self activating sandbags.
1616
Future Agenda Items
Cllr Walker informed of progress regarding speed cameras for Newark and Balderton – further details and plans will be brought to the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting next week. 

Cllr Mrs Brooks asked what had happened to the ‘Welcome to Balderton’ sign on London Road from Newark?  Cllr Walker undertook to make enquiries. 

1617
Exempt Items

It was resolved that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
special nature of the information in the business to be transacted, the public and press be 
excluded from the remainder of the meeting.  

One legal matter was discussed and agreed upon.  Cllr Mrs Newstead left the meeting for the 
duration of the second legal issue which was also discussed and agreed upon.




The meeting closed at approximately 8.15pm.
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