  Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday June 24th 2009 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Councillors Allsopp, Brooks, Hind, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker
with Head Groundsman Mr Brown, six parishioners, a representative of the 
local press and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

were received from Cllr Page.  Cllr Mrs Brooks had advised she may be 



slightly late joining the meeting.    
1565
Chairman


Two nominations were received - Cllrs Allsopp and Hind.  A vote was taken by a show of 
hands - Cllr Hind received three votes, Cllr Allsopp received five votes and was duly 
elected as the committee Chairman.  


Cllr Mrs Brooks joined the meeting at approximately 7.02pm.
1566
Vice Chairman


One nomination was received for Cllr Hind who was unanimously elected as the committee 
Vice Chairman. 

1567
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council, Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottinghamshire Police.

Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and Brooks declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllr Brooks declared a personal interest to minute 1569.3 – planning application for the car wash business at the former Turks Head car park. 
1568
Memorial Bench


The meeting was closed and members met with parishioners to consider a request for a 
wooden bench to be permanently fixed in the bowling green area as a memorial to a
late long time member of the Balderton Bowls Club.  The request had been previously 
considered and concerns expressed that it could attract unwanted attention from young 
people and possibly lead to increased anti-social problems in the area.  The meeting re-
opened and it was,

 
AGREED

with eight votes for and 2 against that permission be granted for the 



bench to be installed where mutually acceptable to the groundstaff 




and the applicant.  All installation costs to be met by the applicant. 




The situation will be monitored and if in future it is considered that 



the bench is responsible for increased unwanted activity the Council 



retains the right to remove it without further delay. 
The residents were thanked for their attendance and left the 
meeting at approximately 7.25pm. 

1569    Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 1553b Football Cheque   The cheque is anticipated to be received by the end of this week. 
2. Re Minute 1562 Green Flag Award  Members were advised that the application form for the 2010/11 year will not be available until October this year. 
3. Re Minute 1563d Car Wash, Turks Head  District Councillors were urged to monitor the planning application for the car wash business to ensure it is not passed on delegated powers.  Concerns were raised about the signs that have been installed on the pavement – enquiries will be made. 
1570
Cemetery Extension
The land in the extension has been levelled and re-seeded and the Architect is working on the specification for the second stage of work.
1571
Mount Road Cemetery 

Members gave discussion to problems in the Cemetery caused by young people playing 
football, removing flowers and generally causing upset and distress to visitors.  Cllr Mrs 
Hurst has approached the health centre to enquire if the CCTV system could be utilised to 
help monitor the situation – their response is awaited.  Enquiries will be made with the 
Police to ascertain if one of the mobile CCTV units could be installed at the Cemetery – this 
could be raised at the public meeting with the Police on Wednesday July 1st 2009.  Letters 
will be sent to the local schools asking children not to play or hang around in the Cemetery.
1572
Playing Field Litter Bins

Consideration was given to a request made at the Annual Parish Meeting for either a larger 
 bin or increased numbers of litter bins for the playing field.   Mr Brown advised that there is 
an extra bin in store that could be utilised – this will be installed. 
1573
St. Giles Church Trees
Members considered a request to cut the lime trees back on the Pinfold Lane side of the Church yard – this is part of the routine maintenance work carried out by the Council.  The work requires permission from the Trees Officer as it is in the village Preservation Area.   It was,

AGREED

that permission be sought in readiness for quotations to be obtained 


for the Committee to consider. 
1574
Centre Furniture

Consideration was given to obtaining specific furniture for meetings in the Centre as the 
chair/table height is not ideal for people at formal meetings.  Some of the chairs that were  
retained from the old Council Hall had been brought out for use during the committee 
meeting.  Members agreed that these have an improved height in relation to the tables and 
should be used for all meetings. 

1575
Book Bank 
Members gave consideration to a request from the British Heart Foundation to site a charity book bank on the Centre car park.  The books would be collected to sell in the charity’s book shops.  Concerns were expressed about the possibility of the bank overflowing and the request was refused. 
1576
Quarterly Bonus


Approval was given to the Groundstaff’s quarterly bonus payment. 

1577
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  The company who produced a specification of required work to the line of trees at Lakeside from Catkin Way to Heron Way car park has been asked to provide an estimate for an inspection report of all Council owned trees.  The report could then be used to create a scheduled programme of necessary tree work which can be budgeted for accordingly.   
b)  The temporary 40 mph speed limit along Great North Road has been extended to include the section from the Balderton A1 slip road to the junction of Dale Way in Fernwood. 

c)  Information from a Lakeside resident that horse riders are regularly taking horses around the Lake early in the mornings.  The resident concerned had undertaken to advise the riders that horses are not allowed in the area as outlined in the Council’s byelaws.  
d)  A complaint that it was difficult for a motorised wheelchair to access the field by the smaller gates.  The user had been advised to use the main entrance on Coronation Street.

A letter will be sent outlining the Council’s reasons for the style of gates to the two other field entrances which are predominantly to prevent motorcycle access. 

1578
Future agenda Items 
Cllr Mrs Hurst asked that the authority responsible for clearing weeds from the side of pavements and roads be contacted – several areas in the village are in need of treatment.  The Clerk undertook to report this to the County Council. 
The meeting closed at approximately 7.55pm
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