                                  Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday June 23rd 2010 at 7.00pm. 
PRESENT
Councillors Allsopp, Brooks, Mrs Brooks, Hind, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, 

Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker 
with Mr J. Brown Head Groundsman and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

were received from Cllrs Mrs Hoyes and Page. 
1645
Chairman


One nomination was received for Cllr Allsopp who was duly elected as Committee 
Chairman.
1646
Vice Chairman


One nomination was received for Cllr Hind who was duly elected as Committee Vice 
Chairman. 

1647
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood 
District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and 
Brooks declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District 
Council.  Cllr Allsopp also declared a personal interest to minute reference 1649 – playing 
field security. 
1648
Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issue was discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 1625a Lakeside Dog Order   Members were advised that many dog owners are not adhering to keeping their dogs on leads around the Lake as per the recently introduced Dog Order.  The Dog Warden and Police have been asked to pay particular attention to the area with a view to issuing spot fines where applicable. It was considered useful to contact the local schools asking the pupils to ensure that any family members walking their dogs around the Lake keep them on leads. Reminders about the dangers of swimming in the Lake will be raised with the schools at the same time. 
1649
Playing Field Security 

Cllr Hind took the chair during this agenda item.  Members were informed that a local 
security firm who supplies registered doormen for events at the Village Centre has made 
some suggestions to try and ease the task of patrolling the playing field at evenings and 
weekends.  These include displaying a large notice at the main entrance explaining the “do’s 
and don’ts”, using symbols wherever possible, and locking the two smaller gates at tea-time 
so that the security company has just one gate to ‘police’, check for alcohol etc.   It was,


AGREED

that the company be employed for a three month trial period from 




6.00pm – 9.00pm on Friday and Saturday evenings. Approval was 




given for Cllrs Allsopp and Mrs Jarvis to allow any adjustments to 




these times as deemed necessary, including arranging security for any 



occasions where it is suspected there will be large numbers of young 



people on the field.   
1650
Playing Field Litter Bins


Further consideration was given to installing additional litter bins on the playing field to try 
and reduce the amount of debris, cans and bottles that get left on the field.  Some prices for 
metal bins had been obtained.  Members considered on balance that if the planned security 
presence on the playing field is successful the litter problem should ease.  No further bins 
will be installed at this time.  
1651
Grit for Winter Weather 

Discussion was given to the possibility of storing an amount of grit/salt at the playing field 
for people to collect and use to aid elderly and/or infirm parishioners during spells of severe 
ice and snow.  This would be co-ordinated through Cllr Mrs Jarvis in her capacity as Snow 
Warden.  Mr Brown advised that there is sufficient room for it to be stored in bags in the 
flood store.  Prices for the salt/grit will be obtained.  
1652
Orchard Way  
A parishioner has suggested that a No Ball Games sign be installed on the green area at Orchard Way – this is owned by the County Council. A price will be obtained for a suitable sign and Cllr Walker undertook to raise this issue with the authority to try and obtain permission.
1653
Games Area and Lakeside Bank Work

Members were updated of progress on the County Council’s Local Improvement Scheme 
(L.I.S.) projects to carry out re-enforcement work to the Lakeside banks and to install a 
Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) on the playing field.  It is understood that planning 
permission will be required for the MUGA – this will be applied for by this Council.  It is 
intended that both projects will be completed during this financial year. 
1654
Quarterly Bonus

Approval was given to the Groundstaff’s quarterly bonus payment. 

1655
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  A complaint about foul language and general anti social behaviour on the green area at Broome/Blackthorne Close.  The complainant has been advised to contact the Police and attend the next SNG police meeting on July 5th 2010.  A separate request has been made that the Council re-instate the No Ball Games sign which has been damaged on the green – a replacement will be ordered.
b)  Notification from the District Council that it will be submitting a planning application to stop up a footpath which runs through the garden of 5 Dorewood Court. 
c)  Details of a premise licence application for the Working Men’s Club on Main Street. 
1656
Future Agenda Items

Cllr Mrs Brooks asked that a record be included on the Council’s financial statement that is 
circulated to members with Council minutes, of the cost to the Council in handling  
Freedom of Information Requests. 


Cllr Mrs Jarvis asked her fellow Councillors to consider hosting a MacMillan Coffee 
Morning on Friday September 24th 2010 in the Village Centre.  Members supported this 
proposal, offering to donate £5.00 each to cover cost of hiring the Centre and providing the 
refreshments. 


Cllrs Brooks and Hurst suggested that following their attendance at the launch of the 
County Council’s L.I.S. event, bids be submitted to install substantial, ornate ‘Welcome to 
Balderton’ signs in the village, and a designated picnic area with benches at Lakeside. 
The meeting closed at approximately 8.05pm.
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