                                  Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday March 3rd 2010 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Councillors Allsopp (Chairman), Hind (Vice Chairman), Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Newstead, Page, 


Mrs Walker and Walker
with Cllr Allen, Head Groundsman Mr Brown, four members of the public, a representative of the local press, and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

none were received.    
1618
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and Brooks declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllr Mrs Newstead declared a personal interest to minute reference 1622 – Allotments. Cllr Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst and Hurst declared a personal interest to minute reference 1621 – Young persons project.  
1619
Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issue was discussed from the update:

1. Re Allotment sub committee   Two allotment tenant representatives will be invited to   serve on the sub committee. 

1620
Cemetery Extension
Work commenced on February 15th to install the road into the extension and to also re-surface the existing road.  The contractor anticipates that the work will be completed within 6 -7 weeks. A site meeting took place yesterday with the head groundsman, architect and contractors – the project is progressing well and on schedule. 
1621
Young Persons Project

Members were presented with a report from the ‘Balderton Social Enterprise’, a Community Interest Company regarding a proposed Community Café for the village.  Members considered that the issue should be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee in order that the report can be studied fully prior to the discussion.  
1622
Allotments 
Lengthy discussion was given to the issue of allotment expenditure and income – details of the 2008/09 and 2009/10 financial years had been provided and circulated prior to the meeting.   It was,

AGREED

with ten votes for and one against that the issue be referred to the  



Allotment Sub Committee for full consideration in readiness for   



its findings to be reported back to this committee. 

1623
Cemetery and Sports Fees 
The fees were reviewed for the 2010/11 financial year for burials and memorials in the Mount Road Cemetery, and the sporting charges for the playing field.  It was,

RECOMMENDED 
a) that the burial and memorial fees be increased by 4%.



b) that a breakdown of income and expenditure for the various 


                sporting activities be provided for the next committee meeting 




    in order that further consideration can be given to the issue. 

1624
Quarterly Bonus


Approval was given to the Groundstaff’s quarterly bonus payment. 

1625
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  An update regarding the Dog Orders which the Council applied for last year for the Lakeside area, Cemetery and children’s play area on the field.  The District Council has advised that they hope to get the new Orders in place by the end of the month.  A resident has requested a ‘No Dogs Allowed’ sign on Mallard Green.  It was considered that this would have little effect as it is not enforceable without applying for the relevant Order from the District Council, and dog fouling on the Green itself is not a particular problem.  
b)  A copy of an e-mail sent to the District Council from a resident asking that the medieval hedge area in Lacey Green be cleared up as it overgrown and strewn with rubbish. 

c)  Details of a Ransomes gang mower which is for sale locally at £500.  Mr Brown advised that he had viewed the mower and though not useable in its present state it would be extremely useful for spare parts which are very expensive for this type of mower.   It was,

     RECOMMENDED

that the mower be purchased. 

d)  An invitation to an Emergency Planning, Community Resilience Event run by the County Council on Saturday March 13th at Boughton from 12 noon to 4pm.  Cllrs Allen and Brooks, the Council’s Emergency Officers are unable to attend.   Cllr Mrs Jarvis undertook to attend the event. 
e)  Notice of a planning meeting at the District Council where an application is being considered for a dwelling on land to the rear of 60 to 66 Main Street.
f)  A publication from Nottinghamshire Police advising that the Newark & Sherwood and Bassetlaw areas have been allocated forty nine extra officers to be in place by March 31st 2010.

g)  A letter of thanks from the Balderton branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society for the donation of £60 which was collected by Councillors in lieu of exchanging Christmas cards. 

1626
Future Agenda Items
1. Cllr Walker informed of progress regarding interactive speed cameras for Hawton Lane – there are to be two cameras now on either side of the Lane. 
2. Cllr Mrs Jarvis advised that some Grove School Year 7 pupils have undertaken a project about Lakeside and would like to attend a future meeting to show their project work.   Members agreed that this could be done after Easter. 
The meeting closed at approximately 8.00pm.
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