  Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday May 13th 2009 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Councillors Hind (Chairman), Allsopp (Vice Chairman), Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Newstead, Page, Walker and 

Mrs Walker
with a member of the Grove Angling Club and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

were received from Cllr Mrs Hoyes and Head Groundsman Mr Brown.   
1555
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council, Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottinghamshire Police, and to minute reference 1559 –Cemetery fees for Fernwood residents.  Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and Brooks declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  
1556    Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 1531 Turks Head Car Park  A suggestion had been made that the Council look to secure a Section 106 agreement from the agreed Flowserve development to purchase the Turks Head car park.  Members considered that this was unlikely to happen in time for the car park auction in July 2009 and a doubtful project for a planning gain agreement.  The selling price is still considered to be far too high for the village to consider purchasing.   
2. Re Minute 1544.2 Sign to Village Centre  Members were advised that a double sided directional  sign to the Village Centre would cost £128.  It was,

AGREED

that the sign be ordered from the County Council. 

3. Re Minute 1546 Cycle Track  Cllr Walker advised that he is scheduled to meet with County officers to discuss the proposed routes. 
4. Re Minute 1554 Buttercup Close  The vegetation has been cut back and the road sign is now visible. 
1557
Cemetery Extension
The land in the extension area is still in the process of being levelled and re-seeded.  Once completed, the next step will be to obtain quotations to install the loop road from the Belvoir Road entrance through to the new gates.  The architect has been advised that the next set of plans for the second stage of work will soon be required. 
1558
Catkin Way Land 

Members gave initial consideration to a written request from a parishioner to purchase a 
small piece of 
land adjacent to his property on Catkin Way.  The Clerk advised that there 
are restrictive covenants on the land which is designated public open space - enquiries 
would have to be made to ascertain if Barratts were prepared to lift such restrictions.  
Concerns were expressed about the large number of dwellings which back onto the Lake and 
the potential number of similar enquiries if this application is agreed.   It was,

RECOMMENDED

with 10 votes for and 1 abstention that the application be 





refused for the concerns as stated above.

1559
Mount Road Cemetery Fees

Discussion was given to a complaint about charging Fernwood residents double Cemetery 
fees.  It has been Council policy for many years that all non Balderton residents are charged 
double fees.  Space in the Cemetery will in time be at a premium and only Balderton 
residents contribute to the Cemetery’s upkeep through the parish rates.   It was,

RECOMMENDED

with 9 votes for, 1 against and 1 abstention that the fee charges 






remain unchanged. 
1560
Disabled Anglers Access
Members considered a request from the Grove Angling Club that three disabled members hold a key to the lakeside gates to allow them to drive to fishing pegs, deposit fishing tackle and return vehicles to parking areas.  Approval was given to this subject to the key holders signing a declaration that the keys would be for their personal use only and that they undertake to lock the gates securely after use.  In any event of the situation being abused the council will reconsider the privilege.
The meeting was closed to hear the Angling Club member who advised that the Club will arrange for the keys to be cut and will closely monitor the situation.  The Club was reminded that no member may use a boat on the Lake  without prior approval from the Council – this is normally only given for clearing away any line or tackle that has become tangled on the island area.  The parishioner was thanked for his attendance and he left. 
The meeting re-opened. 

1561
Lakeside Banks


Further consideration was given to carrying out reinforcement work to the Lakeside banks at 
the Orchid Close area.  Mr Brown had obtained prices from a local firm for two alternative 
methods – one for gabions (special netting or cages filled with large stones), and one to 
simply 
install very large boulders on their own.   It was considered on balance that the 


gabions, though more expensive, would have much better longevity and are the preferred 
option.  This is a possible project for submission to the County’s BBC fund, but 
clarification will be sought in readiness for the Council meeting to see if the project needs to 
be carried out before this can be applied for in Autumn 2009.
A parishioner joined the meeting at approximately 7.35pm.

1562
Green Flag Award

Members gave consideration to applying for a ‘Green Flag Award’ for the playing field.  There is a fee of approximately £200 to apply for this Civic Trust award.  Based on initial enquiries, the field may not meet all the necessary criteria but reasons are taken into account (e.g. toilets should ideally be provided but vandalism may be a qualified reason why they cannot be).   It was,

RECOMMENDED

with 10 votes and 1 abstention that the award is applied for.

1563
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  A request from a Bowls Club widow for permission to install a memorial bench for her late husband who was also a club member. One other bench has recently been installed at the Green and increased nuisance has been experienced. The Club has also asked for two more benches to be permanently fixed – these are presently stored in the Bowls pavilion and carried out as required.  Members were concerned that a number of benches will increase unwanted attention in an area that is generally left alone.  Any further benches must therefore be stored in the Bowls Pavilion and brought out as needed, and the situation relating to the existing bench that has been concreted in place will be monitored  with a view to removal if necessary.  

b)  Requests for dog waste bins; one from the ASBO officer Lynn Pallett for a bin on Wolfit Avenue adjacent to the Tenzing Walk area, and one at the footpath link area of Swinburne Close and Keats Close.  A previous request for a further bin in the Granby Drive area was also re-considered. These items were approved for purchase with 9 votes for and 2 against. 
c)  Notice of a training course for members at Kelham Hall on the Code of Conduct at 2pm on Friday July 3rd 2009.  The training session should last two hours.  Any councillor wishing to attend to notify the Clerk as soon as possible. 
d)  Notice that the District Council Enforcement Department is looking into the car hand wash business which is operating on the former Turks Head car park. It is believed that change of use application may be required. 
e)  An invitation to the County Council’s Civic Service on Sunday July 12th 2009 at 3.30pm.  Any councillor wishing to attend to notify the Clerk. 

f)  Notice from Youth Services that it has not been possible to site the Youth Bus on the car park for the past two Mondays owing to the car park being too full to get on – the playing field is far busier during the longer light evenings.  The Service was scheduled to make enquiries with St. Giles Church to see if the Main Street Church Hall car park could be utilised – the Church has previously offered this facility.   

1564
Future agenda Items 
Cllr Mrs Hurst asked if the Council should write to the Police seeking clarification regarding 
the situation about PCSO numbers in the village.  A letter was sent last month and a reply 
has been received stating that the authority could not advise when a replacement PCSO 
would be in post.  It was considered beneficial to invite the newly appointed Notts Chief Constable Julia Hodson and Chief Superintendant Dave Wakelin to an open public meeting to address local concerns and advise on police presence, officer’s replacement etc.   
The meeting closed at approximately 8.05pm
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