Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday October 21st 2009 at 6.30pm

PRESENT
Councillors Allsopp (Chairman), Hind (Vice Chairman), Mrs Brooks, 

Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker
with Patricia Head from the Grove School, Ann Trout from the County Council, Head Groundsman Mr Brown, a representative of the local press and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

Cllr Brooks had advised that he would be late joining the meeting.
1590
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. Cllrs Allsopp and Mrs Brooks declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council. 
Cllr Hurst declared a personal interest to minute reference 1596 – machinery store roof quotations.   

1591
Young Persons Project

The meeting was closed to hear ideas and proposals that had originated from groups of Grove school pupils for local improvements and projects – these were relayed via Mrs Head and Ms Trout.  The Council has an earmarked sum of £10,000 for young people’s facilites.   The children had compiled a collage of their suggestions on an oversize map of the village showing their ideas at preferred locations.
Cllr Brooks joined the meeting at approximately 7.15pm. 

Their suggestions included a teenage shelter, a kicking wall, seating, lighting at Lakeside, Youth Centre improvements, equipment suitable for older children on play areas, a higher fence and seating on the playing field’s hard surface play area, improved signage for the playing field, seating at the Lakeside Shopping Centre, and improved clearing of litter and dog waste on the cycle track.  
Mrs Head and Ms Trout were thanked for their attendance, they left and the meeting resumed at approximately 7.35pm.   Members congratulated the work that Mrs Head and 
Ms Trout are doing with the young people, and look forward to further liaison with them.   
1592    Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 1547 Mount Road No Parking Road Markings  Approval was given to the purchase of a permanent sign to be installed on the railings of Ghent House to try and improve the parking habits of visitors to Mount Road Cemetery.  
2. Re Minute 1571 CCTV in Cemetery  A formal approach will be made to the Health Centre to enquire about adding further cameras to the CCTV system which could monitor activity in the Cemetery.  A letter will be sent to the Health Centre - Cllr Mrs Hurst undertook to find the appropriate person to approach. 
3. Re Minute 1585 Budget Projects   Cllr Walker advised that he hopes to be able to provide a County Council funded cheque to the value of £500 for cycle racks on the Centre car park.

1593
Cemetery Extension
The Architect has provided a further draft of detailed plans and specification for the second stage of work in readiness to obtain quotations - these have been reviewed and are available for members’ perusal.  Contractors will also be asked to submit a price to re-surfacing the existing road because it is in such a poor condition.  The Cemetery sub committee will review the quotations once received and make a recommendation regarding the preferred option.  
1594
Howards Gardens Dog waste Bin
Members considered a request for a dog waste bin off Hawton Lane on the grass at Howards Gardens.   It was, 
AGREED


that a bin be installed in that vicinity – the exact site to be 




determined by the groundstaff. 
1595
Scarifier 
Consideration was given to the option to purchase a second hand scarifier from a local contractor at a price of £600 (a similar new machine would cost approximately £4,500).  The machine comes with a new set of blades, is the same model as the Council’s existing scarifier and is also in slightly better condition.  It was,

AGREED

that the scarifier be purchased. 

1596
Machinery Store Roof 


Members reviewed three quotations to re-roof the machinery store.  It is considered 
necessary to carry out this work as maintenance during this financial year rather than a 
project for 2010/11.  One of the quotations was not specific about health and safety 
issues.  Members considered that this should be clarified with the company concerned 
and the matter will be given further discussion at the Council meeting on November 4th 
2009. 
1597
Budget for 2010/11
Consideration was given to budgetary requirements for the next financial year.  Committee ‘running cost’ estimates had been previously circulated – these were reviewed and approved.  Discussion was also given to any projects for inclusion – this includes Orchid Close lake bank reinforcement at an estimate of £5000 (a bid has been submitted to the County Council’s BBC scheme for this project and other areas of the Lake, but the sum will be included in the budget in the event of the bid not being successful), and a sum of £5000 for an initial path and raft in the Cemetery extension.  Cllr Hind asked the Clerk to provide a breakdown of expenditure and income for the allotments – he expressed some concerns about the cost of water usage compared to rental income from the tenants.    

1598
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  Notice of approved works to fell trees at 7 Queen Street which is in the village Conservation Area. 

b)  Details of a resident who would be interested in joining wildlife watch group for the Lakeside area. 
c)  Initial details from a meeting held at the Grove School for the ‘Building Schools for the Future’ programme. Cllr Mrs Hurst expressed concern that the Council had not been invited to the meeting and asked that the appropriate County Council department be contacted to try and ensure Parish Council representation at any future meetings.   

1599
Future Agenda Items 
Cllr Walker informed that the temporary interactive warning speed sign on Hawton Lane has 
now been removed but a permanent one will be installed next year. 

Cllr Hurst asked that his concerns be once again recorded about the safety of the Fernwood 
to Balderton cycle track. 





The meeting closed at approximately 8.30pm.
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