  Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday September 9th 2009 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Councillors Allsopp (Chairman), Hind (Vice Chairman), Brooks, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Newstead, Page, Mrs Walker and Walker
with Head Groundsman Mr Brown and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES

were received from Cllr Mrs Hoyes.   Cllr Mrs Brooks had advised she may 


be late joining the meeting.  
1579
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. Cllrs Allsopp and Brooks declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.   Cllr Mrs Newstead declared a personal and prejudicial interest to the exempt item at the end of the meeting.   
1580    Clerk/Chairman’s Update


A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published with the minutes.  The following issue was discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 1547 Mount Road No Parking Road Markings  The County Council has informed that the cost to install the ‘H’ bar markings to deter people parking vehicles across a resident’s driveway is £118 per set.   The resident concerned has offered to pay for one set – the Council could pay for a further set opposite his driveway on the other side of Mount Road.   It was,
AGREED
that the Council pay for one set of the road markings to try and alleviate the problems encountered there. 
1581
Cemetery Extension
The Architect is working on the final stages of the specification and detailed plans for the second stage of work in readiness to obtain quotations.  
1582
Dog Waste Bins 
Members gave discussion to complaints received about the location of two dog waste bins which the Council has installed – one off Granby Drive and one off Tenzing Walk. Both locations were carefully selected prior to installation, taking all issues into consideration but both complainants are stating that the bins are unpleasant and potentially hazardous.  Lengthy discussion took place and it was,

Cllr Mrs Brooks joined the meeting at approximately 7.35pm.
RECOMMENDED

that the bin on Tenzing Walk be removed entirely as there 




is no alternative suitable location.  Cllr Hurst will visit the 




Granby Drive site with Mr Brown to ascertain if an alternative 



location can be sought and the issue will be discussed again at 



the Council meeting on September 23rd 2009. 

1583
Seat at Southfield 
Consideration was given to a written request for a bench seat to be installed in the vicinity of the grassed area to the bottom of Queen Street and Southfield.  Though sympathetic to the request in principle, the land in question has had previous problems with anti social behaviour and a seat may attract unwanted attention.  The land belongs to the District Council so a reply will be drafted suggesting that the application could be resubmitted to that authority for their consideration.   
1584
Designated Public Places Order (DPPO)
Members considered a request from the District Council for feedback on the effectiveness of the DPPO which was introduced earlier this year into the village.  The Order is a good, welcome idea in principle but there is insufficient police presence to uphold it.  It has therefore had little or no effect upon the problems that are encountered through young people’s excessive alcohol intake. The number of bottles and cans left on the playing field has, if
anything, increased.  Numerous incidents and problems have been experienced over the summer months with abusive, unruly young people and Council staff who have to regularly deal with the incidents are very concerned.  One such recent incident resulted in a new lock being required for the Centre front door when a young person pushed something in the mechanism and snapped it off.  The new PCSO will be asked to routinely patrol the playing field to increase the visible police presence. 
Discussion took place regarding providing a facility specifically for young people on the field.  Mr Brown suggested a teenage shelter which could be positioned within the scope of the CCTV coverage – ideas and prices will be obtained in readiness for the next committee meeting.  Cllr Mrs Jarvis advised that County Council officer Ann Trout would like to attend the next committee meeting to feedback the ideas that some local pupils have for spending the £10,000 sum of money that this Council has earmarked for a young persons project. 
Cllr Mrs Hurst suggested that one possible project for the £10,000 allocated fund is a sand park similar to the one off Tolney Lane in Newark.  Enquiries will be made with the District Council to ascertain the installation costs.
Cllr Mrs Newstead had received a suggestion that a dry bob sleigh run could be a possible project for the allocated £10,000.   

1585
Budget for 2010/11
Initial consideration was given to budgetary requirements for the next financial year – preliminary committee ‘running cost’ estimates were circulated.  Discussion was also given to any projects for inclusion – these include Lake bank reinforcement, a new roof for the machinery store, and a cycle rack for the car park.  Members considered that it may be prudent to undertake the machinery store re-roof project as maintenance work in this financial year.  Costings will be obtained in readiness for the next committee meeting for further discussion.   
1586
Quarterly Bonus


Approval was given to the Groundstaff’s quarterly bonus payment. 

1587
Information/Correspondence

The following items of information/correspondence have been received and were noted:
a)  Notice that the District Council agreed to this Council’s request for a litter bin in the Orchid Close vicinity and the bin has been installed.  

b)  A letter from a Lakeside resident who had been hit by a van as he sped away from the lake after slaying a duck.  The Police were made aware of the incident which took place at the end of July, and the Council Chairman Cllr Mrs Jarvis visited the person concerned. 
c)  The report from the annual play area inspection – necessary minor repairs have been carried out.  One area of play equipment safety surfacing was damaged last week and an order has been placed for repair at a cost of £150. 
d)  Information about a trolley costing £90 for moving stacks of chairs in the hall, and a small table at £45 which could be useful for using as a cake table for parties and weddings.   Members agreed that the two items should be purchased. 
e)  Mr Rob Packer of County Council Youth Services has expressed concerns about youth service provision in Balderton.  The young people do not seem to use the Youth Bus, but do like the Youth Club which is on the Grove site.  It is not known if the plans for the site of the new school include a youth club.  It may be beneficial to have a special meeting with the appropriate County and District Officers and Councillors in order that these issues can be addressed.  The matter will be given further discussion after Cllr Walker has attended a meeting at County Hall on October 1st 2009.  
f)  A copy of the ‘Fighting the Floods’ document from the District Council which summarises the flash flooding in summer 2007.  The document will be passed to the Parish Council’s emergency officers for their perusal. 
g)  Notice of a meeting of ‘Sure Start’ children’s services in Balderton to be held on September 10th 2009 at the Village Centre from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, requesting that a Parish Councillor attend if possible. Cllr Hurst undertook to attend the meeting and Cllr Walker advised that he is scheduled to attend as County Councillor.  
1588
Future agenda Items 
Cllr Mrs Jarvis asked if the Council should consider writing to Newark & Sherwood Homes about the problems at Moulton Crescent that were reported at the recent SNG meeting on Monday September 7th 2009, to try and support the residents concerned?
Cllr Mrs Hurst advised that some Councillors had undertaken to carry out inspections of all the roads and pavements in the village in readiness to submit a list of problems to the County Council.  The list will be brought to committee prior to submission. 
1589
Exempt Items
It was resolved that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 
the special nature of the information in the business to be transacted, the public and press be  
excluded from the remainder of the meeting.  Cllr Mrs Newstead and Mr Brown left the 
meeting.
            A legal matter was discussed and agreed upon.  An urgent staffing issue was also discussed 
and agreed upon.




The meeting closed at approximately 8.45pm.
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