   Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday April 22nd 2009 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Fletcher, Gibson, Hind, 

Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, Mrs Newstead, Page, Mrs Walker and Walker

with two parishioners, a representative of the local press and the Clerk.
3162
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and Brooks. 
3163
Declarations of Interest

Councillors made the following declarations of interest: Cllr Walker regarding any District Council issue, any County Council issue and any Police Authority issue.  Cllr Fletcher declared a personal interest to any District Council issue.  
3164
Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday March 4th 2009, having been circulated previously were confirmed as a true record and signed. 
3165 
Clerk/Chairman’s Update
An update of ongoing matters from the minutes of the previous Council meeting and subsequent committee meetings was circulated and noted.  Updates circulated prior to each committee meeting had been included with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed:

a)   Council   
1. Re Minute 3156a.3 Youth Bus  Members were advised that after the Youth Bus has been on the playing field car park on Monday evenings there is an excessive amount of litter and debris on the field, causing several hours extra work for the groundstaff.  Cllr Walker undertook to ask the youth outreach workers concerned to the next Safer Neighbourhood Police Group meeting to discuss any associated problems and issues. 
2. Re Minute 3159 Seats and planter for Brandon Close   The groundstaff have advised that they do not have time to maintain further wooden benches so metal ones would be preferable - the County Council has confirmed that this can be done.  The planter would have to be planted out by a third party – possibly as a project by the Chuter Ede school, and local residents could be asked to keep it watered as necessary.
b)   Planning        
c)  Amenities 

     1.   Re Minute 1553.b Fire alarm misuse  The promised cheque to cover compensation 

           for the disrupted party has still not been received from the football club concerned –                           

           this will be expedited.  
    2.    Re 1538 Council Meeting start times  This item will be included on the next full    

           Council agenda. 
d) Finance & General Purposes Committee 

1. Free Resource Grants  It was,
AGREED
that in pursuance of the powers conferred by Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972 the Council approve the payments of £250 to the 2nd Balderton Rainbows and £200 to the District Council 

this being expenditure incurred in the interest of the parish or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

   Members still preferred that a representative from Victim Support be invited to the next  

   meeting in order that further consideration can be given to the request for financial 

   assistance.  The applicant has advised that he is able to attend the next meeting on May                      
   20th 2009.
3166    Committees
The minutes of the following committees were then confirmed as a true record and signed:

Planning – 10/03/09 & 02/04/09  
Amenities  

Finance and General Purposes 

3167
Financial Statements
The details as published and circulated were correct, there being a cheque requirement of £53723.68 for March 2009.
3168
Reports from Representatives

1. Cllr Walker reported that work on the Fernwood to Balderton cycle track & footway improvements should commence on April 27th 2009.  Slight alterations have been agreed to the plans and a copy has been requested for the Parish Council’s information.   Cllr Hurst asked that his objections to the agreed cycle track plans be once again recorded.  
Cllr Walker also advised that a possible alternative route or one way system is being initially considered for waste refuse lorries to avoid villages Alvington, Kilvington etc. that could have a substantial impact upon traffic along Staple Lane in Balderton.  Members were disturbed to hear this and asked if possible to be involved in any future meetings about this issue.  In the meantime Cllr Walker was appointed as spokesman for this Council to raise members’ concerns on their behalf.  
3169
Clerk’s Additional Information


The following items of correspondence/information had been received and were noted: 
a) Notification from Newark & Sherwood District Council of approved works to tress which are subject to preservation orders at Highfields School.

b) Notice of a Public Board Meeting of the Notts County PCT on Thursday May 21st 2009 at Manners Road, Newark commencing at 12.30pm. 
c) Notice that the conveyance has been completed to transfer the strip of land between  23 and 25 Acacia Road to the Council.  The previous owner donated the land to the Council.  
d) A suggestion from Cllr Mrs Brooks that a Council letter should be sent asking the Police to ensure that Balderton is appointed with the second PCSO to replace the lady that recently left to join the Regular Police Service, as soon as possible to provide some support and continuity for PC Stannard and the village.  Members agreed that such a letter should be sent.
e) A letter from an organisation which offers victim offender and restorative justice initiatives and manages a team of victim advocacy workers throughout the County.  The young person carries out unpaid work in the community.  The Council’s Head Groundsman has advised that numerous tasks could be carried out for the Council such as painting fences and gates on the playing field and around the Lake, litter picking, weeding etc.  All work would be supervised by the organisation’s workers and would also be risk assessed. Members considered that this could be very beneficial and agreed in principle to allowing the work to be undertaken by the young people subject to the Head Groundsman’s instructions. 

f) The latest County Council’s ‘Highway Briefing’ sheet advising of the imminent cycleway works along London Road.
3170    Councillors Questions
1. Cllr Allen asked if it would be useful to invite the Police to a Council meeting to discuss the issue of replacing Balderton’s second PCSO.   Members considered that this is the sort of issue that is discussed at the Safer Neighbourhood Group (SNG) meetings where the Police do attend.  He was encouraged to attend the next SNG meeting on May 11th 2009 in the Village Centre at 6.30pm. 
2. Cllr Mrs Hurst asked what progress had been made towards the request for a further street light along the Granby Drive footpath link?  Cllr Walker undertook to expedite this with the County Council who is considering the request.   

3.  Cllr Gibson asked that serious consideration be given to installing a drinks vending machine in the changing room side of the building for the sports users and spectators. 

Exempt item 
It was resolved that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 
the special nature of the information in the business to be transacted, the public and press be  
excluded from the remainder of the meeting. The press and public duly left the meeting. 

            A legal matter was discussed and agreed upon. 

The meeting closed at approximately 8.25pm.
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