   Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday April 21st 2010 at 6.30pm.

PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Brooks, Fletcher, Gibson, Hind, 

Mrs Hurst, Hurst and Mrs Newstead
with fifteen members of the public, eighteen Year 7 pupils and two teachers from The Grove School, a representative of the local press and the Clerk.
3249
Apologies

            Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs Hoyes, Page, Mrs Walker and Walker.  Cllr Mrs

            Brooks had advised she would be late joining the meeting owing to a prior commitment at 
            the District Council. 
3250
Declarations of Interest

Councillors made the following declarations of interest: Cllrs Brooks and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any issue relating to the District Council. 

The meeting was closed and the Chairman welcomed the Grove School pupils who had 
undertaken project work about Balderton Lake.  The children gave a presentation about the 
work undertaken and outlined their findings which covered wildlife, flora and fauna, 
litter, bank erosion and vandalism. They considered it to be a valuable local amenity and 
well used by all ages.  Councillors were able to ask the pupils questions about their findings 
and the teachers advised that there is a report on the school’s website about it.  Cllr Hurst 
praised the Council’s former action in purchasing the Lake to safeguard it as a public 
amenity. 


The pupils were thanked for their information and attendance, and left the meeting along 
with several members of the public at 6.45pm. 

One resident asked if the Council should look into the possibility of Centre hirers paying a 
bond to be retained in the event of any damage being caused?  He asked this because after 
one recent event there was a hazardous amount of broken glass left on the car park.  
Members undertook to consider this but pointed out that Centre users cannot take their 
drinks out of the building and unfortunately there is often smashed glass on the car park and 
field from other users. Further litter bins on the car park field may help the situation – this 
will be given further consideration by the Amenities Committee. 

One resident asked if the Council would allow the Centre to be hired at a reduced rate for 
Beaumond House to run a charity fund raising evening?  The Chairman explained that 
although this is an excellent cause benefitting local people, the Council cannot allow 
concessions.  The charity could however apply to the Council for a grant for such an 
event – all applications for financial assistance are given individual consideration. 


The parishioners were thanked for their comments and the meeting re-opened at 
approximately 6.55pm.

3251
Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on March 17th 2010, having been circulated previously were confirmed as a true record and signed. 
3252 
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

An update of ongoing matters from the minutes of the previous Council meeting and 
subsequent committee meetings was circulated and noted.  Updates circulated prior to each 
committee meeting had been included with the minutes.  The following issues were 
discussed from the update:

a)  Council   
1.  Re Minute 3247.a Transport Services   As no-one was able to attend the County Council event at Newstead on April 20th, Cllr Mrs Jarvis advised that she had arranged for any notes or information to be forwarded to the Council office. 

2. Re Minute 3237 Centre Users  The Clerk will compile a list of the regular Centre users. 

b)  Centre Management
c)  Planning

Cllr Mrs Brooks joined the meeting at approximately 7.05pm

d)  Amenities

1. Re Minute 1631 Young Persons Project   Concerns were expressed about the proposal to distribute the earmarked fund of money to local schools for approved determined projects.  Cllr Brooks advised that the money was originally intended for an ‘out of school hours’ amenity, something for young people to do during evenings and weekends.  It was unanimously, 

AGREED

that the recommendation as minuted is not approved and the issue 



will be referred back to committee for further discussion.  
e)  Finance & General Purposes


1. Re Minute 3597a&b Free Resource Grants   It was unanimously ,

AGREED
that in pursuance of the powers conferred by Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972 the Council approve the payments of;


£1500 to the local Salvation Army for a village youth worker

£351.14 to Balderton Bowls Club to cover the cost of the bowling green rates bill 

this being expenditure incurred in the interest of the parish or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

2. Re Minute 3663 Grit Bins   Members agreed that the issue should be referred to the Amenities Committee to allow Council staff the opportunity to comment upon the possibility of storing grit at the playing field and distributing it around the village. 
3253    Committees
The minutes of the following committees were then confirmed as a true record and signed:

Centre Management 
Planning 
Amenities  

Finance and General Purposes 

3254
Financial Statements
The details as published and circulated were correct, there being a cheque requirement of £44,426.97 for March 2010.  Cllr Hurst undertook to review the Council’s cost of Portable Appliance Testing which he considered to be excessive. 
3255
Reports from Representatives


No reports from representatives were received.
 
3256
Clerk’s Additional Information


The following items of correspondence/information had been received and were noted: 
a) Notice of a County Council event on Tuesday June 15th 2010 from 10am to 1.30pm at The Cedric Ford Pavilion, Winthorpe to launch the County Council’s Local Improvement Scheme (L.I.S.)  initiative (formerly known as ‘B.B.C.’ Building Better Communities). Up to two Council representatives may attend.  Cllrs Brooks and Hurst undertook to attend the event. 
b) Notification from the County Council that one of the projects submitted for inclusion in the former B.B.C. scheme has been approved – enforcement works to the Lakeside banks. This is subject to more detailed design work being carried out, accurate costings and consultation. A Project Officer, Mr Nic Wort has been appointed, who will contact the Council to discuss the scheme in more detail.

c) Notice that the County Council will carry out footway and carriageway maintenance works to Lowfield Lane commencing on April 26th.  This will take up to four weeks.

d) A request from Balderton Bowls Club for permission to site a further bench around the bowling green.  The groundstaff have no objections to this request, and no damage has been sustained to the two existing benches which were installed there last year. Members approved the request subject to staff  approving the chosen site.
3257 
Councillors Questions 

No questions were raised. 

3258
Exempt Item
It was resolved that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 
the special nature of the information in the business to be transacted, the public and press be  
excluded from the remainder of the meeting.  The public and press duly left the meeting. 

            A legal matter was discussed and agreed upon. 

The meeting closed at approximately 7.45pm.
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