   Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday December 16th 2009 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Mrs Brooks (Vice Chairman), Allen, Brooks, Fletcher, Gibson, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, Mrs Newstead, Page,

Mrs Walker and Walker

with five parishioners, the Clerk and Deputy Clerk.
3216
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllrs Allsopp, Hind and Mrs Hoyes. 
3217
Declarations of Interest

Councillors made the following declarations of interest: Cllr Walker declared a personal interest regarding any District Council issue and any County Council issue.  

Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Brooks and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any District Council issue.  Cllr Brooks declared a personal interest to any planning issue as a member of the District Council Planning Committee.  Cllrs Mrs Walker and Walker declared a personal interest to the legal advice sought by a resident regarding the public footpath application on land between 23 and 25 Acacia Road. 

The meeting was closed to hear parishioners. One parishioner asked about the playing 
field’s opening times over the Christmas and New Year period – the Clerk advised that it 
would be open every day as normal other than Christmas Day. 

One parishioner advised that he is in the process of taking legal advice regarding an application for a public footpath on a stretch of his own land at 25 Acacia Road.  He stated that the application is effectively putting a blight notice on his property which he wishes to sell. He considers the claim to be unreasonable. The situation has been going on for many years and he asked if the Council would consider taking legal advice to fight the claim for the Council’s adjacent stretch of land which is subject to the same public footpath application. 



The meeting re-opened at 7.10pm and members agreed to discuss the matter as an exempt 
item at the end of the meeting.    

3218
Long Service Awards

Previous members of the Council, Mr Fred Mortimore and Mr Pat White were presented 
with Long Service Award Certificates by the Chairman. They were both thanked for their 
hard work and dedication to the Council. Mr Len Colman and Mr Norman 
Sheppard had 
also qualified for the Awards but were unable to attend the meeting owing to ill health – 
these will be presented to them personally at their homes by the Chairman. Cllr Ken Fletcher 
had received the Award at the Notts Association of Local Councils Annual General Meeting 
in November.
 3219
Minutes
Cllr Walker advised that minute 3212 should read ‘County’ Councillor’s Forum, not ‘District’ – this alteration was agreed and the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday November 4th 2009, having been circulated previously were confirmed as a true record and signed. 
3220 
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

An update of ongoing matters from the minutes of the previous Council meeting and 
subsequent committee meetings was circulated and noted.  Updates circulated prior to each 
committee meeting had been included with the minutes.  The following issues were 
discussed from the update:

a)  Council   
b)  Council Review

c)  Planning

Re Minute 0122 Car Wash Business   The amended planning application shows a different site plan without an access onto London Road.  Members did not consider there was any reason to reverse their objection to the original application.  
Re Minute 0124.2 159 Main Street Appeal    The outcome of the appeal against the planning refusal for 23 dwellings on the site is not yet known. 
d)  Amenities

Re Minute 1603 Core Strategy Report   Cllr Hurst asked that his opinion be recorded    that the proposed developments ‘are neither desirable nor necessary’. 

Re Minute 1609 Fireworks  Cllr Mrs Newstead asked Cllr Walker if he had raised the issue with Trading Standards – he advised that the firework concerned was considered to be legal in size and power.  

e)  Finance & General Purposes 
Re Minute 3577 Drainage Issues  Members were informed of the progress to date that has been made by the joint organisations and agencies – a further meeting is scheduled for February 2010.    

Re Minute 3579 Budget 2010/11   The committee’s recommendation was approved without comment. 
Re Centre Management  Cllr Walker reminded members that they have a duty of respect to the Council and that discretion is sometimes called for when discussing issues in an open meeting. 
3221    Committees
The minutes of the following committees were then confirmed as a true record and signed:

Council Review

Planning 
Amenities  

Finance and General Purposes 

3222
Weight Limit Restriction 

Members discussed a possible weight limit restriction on roads to outlying villages Elton, 
Orston, Alverton and Kilvington which would prevent HGV traffic from using the roads.  
This would have a considerable impact upon Balderton as refuse lorries needing to get to 
Cotham tip would have to use the A52/A1 and then come through Balderton using Staple 
Lane to get access to Cotham.  Copies of the options currently being considered by the 
County Council had been circulated to all members.  Cllr Walker advised that there was 
adequate time for members to consider their response in full and the issue was deferred to 
the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting in January 2010.    
3223
Financial Statements
The details as published and circulated were correct, there being cheque requirements of £8779.36 for October and £5641.86 for November 2009.
3224
Reports from Representatives
Cllr Walker reported that a meeting is scheduled imminently with County Council officers about a permanent interactive speed sign for Hawton Lane. 

 3225
Clerk’s Additional Information


The following items of correspondence/information had been received and were noted: 
a) A revised planning application for the Grove School which Planning committee members had reviewed last week.  The only material alteration is that the boundary line is now correctly shown as being up to London Road – members agreed that this would not alter their agreed comments. 
b) Notice of a County Council planning application to extend the commencement date to construct a conveyor system between Bantycock Mine and the Jericho Works. Permission has already been granted for the conveyor system.  Members raised no objection to the application.
c) Details of a verbal reply to the Council’s letters sent to the Notts Police Chief Constable expressing disquiet at her non attendance at a public meeting held earlier in the year. 
d) Notice of a training session at Kelham Hall regarding ‘Governance for Parish Councils’  - this takes place on Monday January 18th 2010 at 10am.  Any Councillor wishing to attend to notify the Clerk as soon as possible.
3226 
Councillors Questions 

No questions were raised.
3227
Exempt Item

It was resolved that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 
the special nature of the information in the business to be transacted, the public and press be  
excluded from the remainder of the meeting.  The public duly left the meeting. 

            A legal matter was discussed and agreed upon. 

Seasonal greetings were exchanged and the meeting closed at approximately 8.00pm.
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