   Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday January 28th 2009 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Allsopp, Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Fletcher, Gibson, Hind, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Mrs Newstead, Page, 
Sheppard, Mrs Walker and Walker

with three parishioners, a representative of the local press and the Clerk.
3143
Apologies

No apologies were received.   The Chairman particularly welcomed Cllr Sheppard who had 

been unable to attend meetings recently owing to ill health.  
3144
Declarations of Interest

Councillors made the following declarations of interest: Cllr Walker regarding any District Council issue, any County Council issue and any Police Authority issue.  Cllrs Allsopp, 
Mrs Brooks, Brooks and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any District Council issue.  
The meeting was closed to take public comments.  One parishioner thanked the Council for allowing the playing field to be opened on the last Christmas Day morning, stating that those who had used it had appreciated being able to access the field.   
The meeting re-opened. 

3145
Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday December 17th 2008, having been circulated previously were confirmed as a true record and signed.  

a)   Council   
1. Re Minute 3135.a1 CCTV    Cllr Walker advised that the company who carried out the mini camera system at East Stoke were now scheduled to attend the Safer Neighbourhood Police meeting in April 2009.  
2. Re Minute 3135.a2 London Road/Rowan Way Trees  It was confirmed by Cllr Walker that the land concerned is not the property of the County Council and  although the authority had cut the trees and vegetation back on the last occasion it would have to be carried out by the land owners in future.     
3. Re Minute 3135.a3 Public Footpath no. 11    Cllr Walker had walked public footpath no. 11 (between Mount Road and Mead Way) with an officer from the County Rights of Way Department and the footpath is considered to be in a good condition for a countryside path (it is not a metalled pavement).  The Parish Council’s bid for funding from the BBC initiative has been submitted – it is not yet known if the bid to metal the footpath and install a street light has been successful.  
4. Re Minute 3135c.1 Hawton Lane interactive speed signs   Cllr Walker advised on the progress of obtaining one of the interactive speed signs for Hawton Lane. The road does meet the necessary criteria but it could be some time before one is in place owing to restricted equipment numbers and other priorities within the County.  It was suggested that a different style of static warning sign may also prove effective in reducing speed, as seems to be the case in some other locations – this will be looked into.  Cllr Walker was thanked for his ongoing efforts relating to these issues.   
5. Re Minute 3135c.2 Flooding  Members were pleased that some progress had been made in relation to compiling replies to the District Council’s questionnaire following a Council Officer’s attendance at a meeting on Tuesday January 20th.   It was considered beneficial to ask the District Council to commission a full survey of all the ditches, dykes, watercourses etc. in the whole of the Balderton area to try and assess the implications of the possible Newark Growth Point developments in the vicinity.  Though this would be expensive, the costs could be met from the £5 million government funding given to the District Council in conjunction with the Growth Point bid. 

      6. Re Minute 3137 Cemetery Extension   Some vandalism has already been sustained 
                  to the refitted gates at the entrance.    

7. Re Minute 3138 Youth Bus   Members were both surprised and disappointed to hear that no children had yet visited the Youth Bus which has been sited on the playing field car park for the past three weeks.  It is understood that further promotion has been planned to try and increase attendance. 

 b)  Planning 
 c)  Amenities 

1. Re Minute 1530 Directional Signs to Centre & Cemetery  Cllr Walker advised that 
he has asked that the proposed costings for the two signs be reconsidered by the County 
Council.

2. Re Minute 1536 Speed Limit London Road   Cllr Walker advised  that the     

appropriate traffic regulation order is scheduled for review in March 2010  
 d)  Finance & General Purposes 

3146   Committees
The minutes of the following committees were then confirmed as a true record and signed:

Planning 

Amenities  

Finance and General Purposes 

3147
Financial Statements
The details as published and circulated were correct, there being cheque requirements of £9183.64 for December 2008 and £10636.62 for January 2009..

3148
Reports from Representatives

1. Cllr Walker reported on proposed County highways work in the village for the next financial year. He also advised that an extension had been given for the Fernwood to Balderton cycle track & footway improvements. 

2. Cllr Fletcher reported that he had attended the Parish/District Community Safety Liaison  
 meeting where he had obtained the latest crime figures for the area.
3149
Clerk’s Additional Information


The following items of correspondence/information had been received and were noted: 
a) Formal declaration of a casual vacancy for the Balderton West Ward owing to 

      Cllr Sheppard’s resignation on the grounds of ill health. The notice will be published 
      immediately. 
b) Two copies of a survey questionnaire from the Standards Board for completion by February 16th 2008 – one for the Clerk and one for a Councillor to complete.   Cllr Mrs Jarvis was selected to complete it.
c) Initial information regarding Hearing Loop requirements for the Centre – this was referred to the Centre Management sub-committee for discussion. 
3150    Councillors Questions
Cllr Brooks asked members to be aware that the local Police Contact Point is temporarily closed owing to a misunderstanding which led to the electricity supply being cut off.  It is hoped to resolve this as soon as possible. 


Cllr Allsopp asked that a Centre Management sub committee meeting be arranged, the agenda to include hire charges and hearing loop systems – this will be arranged as soon as possible. 

Cllr Mrs Newstead asked that all members be furnished with a copy of the Flood Strategy questionnaire, once completed.

Cllr Sheppard informed members of his decision to resign from his seat owing to ill health, after thirty two years on the Council.  He had enjoyed his time as a Councillor and was grateful for the honour of taking the Council as Chairman through the Millennium celebrations.  His fellow members sincerely thanked him for his hard work and commitment and wished him and his wife all the very best for the future. 
The meeting closed at approximately 7.45pm.
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