   Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday January 27th 2010 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Mrs Brooks (Vice Chairman), Allen, Allsopp, Brooks, Fletcher, Gibson, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Walker and Walker

with two parishioners, a representative of the local press and the Clerk.
3228
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllrs Hind, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, Mrs Newstead and Page. 
3229
Declarations of Interest

Councillors made the following declarations of interest: Cllr Walker declared a personal interest regarding any District Council issue and any County Council issue.  

Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks, Brooks and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any District Council issue.  Cllr Brooks declared a personal interest to any planning issue as a member of the District Council Planning Committee.  Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Fletcher and Mrs Jarvis declared a prejudicial interest to minute reference 3231.d1 - grant application from St. Giles Church. 

The meeting was closed to hear parishioners. One resident asked about the proposed 
locations of the four speed cameras that are being installed along London Road in Balderton 
and Newark, and when are they scheduled for installation?  Cllr Walker advised that they 
should be installed by the end of March and he provided a map showing the locations. The 
same parishioner also asked what could be done to try and improve the lack of gritting on 
minor and estate roads in the village – several areas do not even get any sunlight on them to 
try and ease the frost and snow.  Cllr Walker advised that if he was to fund grit bins from his 
County Council allowance he would also have to fund the salt/grit – the County authority 
would not pay for their maintenance.  

The meeting re-opened at 7.05pm. 

3230
Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday December 16th 2009, having been circulated previously were confirmed as a true record and signed. 
3231 
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

An update of ongoing matters from the minutes of the previous Council meeting and 
subsequent committee meetings was circulated and noted.  Updates circulated prior to each 
committee meeting had been included with the minutes.  The following issues were 
discussed from the update:

a)  Council   
b)  Planning

1. Re Minute 0127  no.37 Main Street   The Clerk was asked to check that permission had been granted for the window which has been installed as part of the extension at the property. 
c)  Amenities

1. Re Minute 1614 Allotments   The following members were nominated to serve on the new allotment sub-committee: Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and Hurst. 

2. Re Minute 1616 Balderton Sign  Cllr Walker undertook to enquire why the ‘Welcome to Balderton’ sign on London Road near the bridge has been replaced with a much smaller one which is not so easily seen. 
d)  Finance & General Purposes 
1. Re Minute 3587 Church Hall Project   Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Fletcher and

Mrs Jarvis left the meeting for the duration of this item, and Cllr Allsopp took the chair. Members gave further consideration and discussion to the committee’s recommendation for a grant.  Some concerns were expressed about the proposed grant amount and a letter was noted which had been circulated from a serving Councillor unable to attend the meeting.  As there were several Councillors absent, both at this meeting and at the committee meeting where the original recommendation had been made, it was unanimously,

AGREED

that the recommendation is not approved and the issue will be re-



considered at the next scheduled Finance and General Purposes 



Committee meeting.
Cllr Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Fletcher and Mrs Jarvis re-joined the meeting, and Cllr Mrs Jarvis resumed as Chairman. 

2. Re Minute 3589 Snow Wardens   Further discussion was given to try to appoint snow warden(s) to co-ordinate problems and issues during snowy weather. The possibility was discussed of every street having a designated contact to check on elderly and vulnerable residents who could be isolated – the street contact could then pass the necessary information onto the snow warden.  Members agreed that a ‘job description’ should be drawn up stating exactly what could be involved before giving the issue further consideration at the next committee meeting.  
3. Re Minute 3590 Standards Committee  Cllr Mrs Jarvis advised that she would not now be putting herself forward for the Committee owing to other commitments. 
3232    Committees
The minutes of the following committees were then confirmed as a true record and signed:

Planning 11/12/09 & 11/01/10
Amenities  

Finance and General Purposes 

3233
Cemetery Extension  

Members unanimously approved the Cemetery sub committee’s recommendation regarding 
the next stage of the Cemetery extension project to install a
roadway into the new area.  The 
preferred option is ‘C.F. Construction’ of Collingham who submitted a quotation of 
£38,562.00.   It was also unanimously agreed that the further work be undertaken to 
resurface the existing roadways in the Cemetery at the same time (as previously discussed), 
giving an overall cost of £55,798.00 
3234
Financial Statements
The details as published and circulated were correct, there being a cheque requirement of £17,926.95 for December 2009.
3235
Reports from Representatives
Cllr Walker reported that he had attended a site meeting with a County Council officer regarding the location for an interactive speed sign for Hawton Lane.   The sign will be installed adjacent to the Russell Avenue junction.  Suggestions are invited for suitable sites for temporary speed signs in the village – these to be submitted to the Clerk as soon as possible.  
 3236
Clerk’s Additional Information


The following items of correspondence/information had been received and were noted: 
a) A leaflet from the County Council entitled ‘Ready to React’ which is about planning for emergencies.  Further copies of the leaflet will be obtained to circulate to all members. 
b) An e-mail complaint about the amount of dog waste on the Manners Road estate, asking for further dog waste bins to be installed. Members considered that there are a sufficient number of bins in that area and providing more will not necessarily improve the situation. The District Council has undertaken to put some posters up and the matter has been reported to the Dog Warden.
c) A reminder from the Monitoring Officer that members need to periodically review their ‘Register of Interest’ and update as necessary.  

d) A copy of the ‘Draft Newark & Sherwood Sport & Recreation Facilities Improvement Plan 2010-2021’ with an invitation to comment by February 22nd 2010.  The Clerk undertook to initially review the document. 
3237 
Councillors Questions 

Cllr Brooks asked the Council to consider whether certain Centre users should qualify 
 
for a concession/reduction on hire prices?  This was referred to the Centre Management 
committee.

Cllr Mrs Jarvis asked what could be done to try and help the elderly residents of the Manners 
Road estate area who no longer have a bus service in that vicinity?  Cllrs Mrs Hoyes advised 
that she understood there is a service called ‘Link Connect’ where you can ‘order’ a bus, 
giving a certain amount of notice.  Enquiries will be made to find more out about the 
service.        


Cllr Gibson asked that a list of all activities and regular users of the Centre be provided for 
Councillors’ information – the Clerk undertook to provide this. 


Cllr Fletcher asked that Councillors’ appreciation be recorded for the excellent work carried 
out by the Council groundstaff who re-painted the Centre walls during the recent inclement 
weather. 

3238
Exempt Item

It was resolved that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 
the special nature of the information in the business to be transacted, the public and press be  
excluded from the remainder of the meeting.  The public duly left the meeting. 

            A legal matter was discussed and agreed upon. 

The meeting closed at approximately 8.00pm.
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