   Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday July 8th 2009 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Mrs Brooks (Vice Chairman), Allen, Allsopp, Brooks, Fletcher, Gibson, Hind, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, 

Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker

with three parishioners, a representative of the local press and the Clerk.
3185
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Page. 
3186
Declarations of Interest

Councillors made the following declarations of interest: Cllr Walker declared a personal interest regarding any District Council issue and any County Council issue.  Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks, Brooks and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any District Council issue, and Cllr Brooks declared a personal interest to any planning issue as a member of the District Council Planning Committee.
The meeting was closed to take public comments.  One parishioner asked if the Council could have a recycling bin for the many cans and plastic bottles that are collected from the field daily.  The Clerk advised that enquiries had previously been made for a recycling bin but the District Council waste authority had informed that non residential premises could not have them.  Cllr Allsopp advised that this is presently under discussion again at Kelham Hall. 

One parishioner questioned the validity of the Council’s ‘exempt’ agenda items.  The Clerk advised that these are legal, and to disclose any further information on agendas could compromise the confidentiality of the issues under discussion.  The same parishioner asked the Council to consider employing a ‘work study engineer’ to review staffing levels and productivity.  The meeting re-opened at approximately 7.15pm and some discussion took place where members praised staff output and commitment.  The issue was referred to the  next appropriate meeting.  
3187
Minutes
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday May 27th 2009, having been circulated previously were confirmed as a true record and signed. 
3188 
Clerk/Chairman’s Update
An update of ongoing matters from the minutes of the previous Council meeting and subsequent committee meetings was circulated and noted.  Updates circulated prior to each committee meeting had been included with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed:

a)   Council   
1. Re Minute 3176 Committee representatives Cllr Hurst elected to join the Planning Committee. 
2. Re Minute 3178a.1 Youth Bus   Cllr Mrs Jarvis asked if the Youth Bus is visiting the Church Hall car park on Monday evenings? – Cllr Walker undertook to find out. 
3. Re Minute 3178a.2 Brandon Close  Cllr Mrs Hurst asked if the County Council BBC funded seat has been installed at Brandon Close? – Cllr Walker understood that this has not been carried out yet. 
4. Re Minute 3182 Interactive speed cameras  Though appreciative of the inter-active speed cameras that have been installed on Hawton Lane and London Road, members expressed some concerns that the cameras only face one way and could encourage misuse.  Cllr Walker reminded members that the cameras are only temporary and their impact will be monitored.   
b)   Planning       
c)  Amenities 

     1.   Re Minute 1569.1 Football compensation cheque The promised cheque to cover                       

           compensation for the disrupted party has still not been received from the football                

           club concerned – this will again be expedited advising that interest charges will apply         

           if not paid promptly.  
    2.    Re Minute 1571 Cemetery   The suggestion to install a No Ball Games sign in the 

           Cemetery was considered to be inappropriate because children should not be hanging           

           around there and the new signs do ask visitors to act respectfully at all times.  The   

           hedge can be lowered in places to create a more open aspect there, providing less  

           hiding places for the young people.    

d) Finance & General Purposes Committee 

1. Re Minute 3558 Free Resource Grant  It was,
AGREED
that in pursuance of the powers conferred by Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972 the Council approve the payment of £200 to the Newark & Sherwood Play Support Group  

this being expenditure incurred in the interest of the parish or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.
2. Re Minute 3562 Swine flu   Cllr Mrs Hurst advised that she is still making enquiries about alcohol gel wash for staff and visitors to use.  Contingencies should be implemented to arrange emergency cover in the event of several Council staff being off  ill at the same time.
3189    Committees
The minutes of the following committees were then confirmed as a true record and signed:

Planning – 27/05/09 & 26/06/09  
Amenities  

Finance and General Purposes 

3190
Financial Statements
The details as published and circulated were correct, there being a cheque requirement of £8671.27 for June 2009.
3191
Reports from Representatives

1. Cllr Walker reported that the County Council has provided a copy of the plans for the cycle/footway route from Balderton to Ferwnwood for the Parish Council’s records. 
He also advised that he had arranged a meeting with Mr Bob Hart from the County regarding the programme of work for 2009/10 as it appeared that the improvement work previously scheduled for several roads in Balderton may not now take place. 

2. Cllr Hurst reported as a Governor to Chuter Ede School advising that the school had been declared ‘outstanding’ following an OFSTED inspection.  The School has also attained several other awards in physical education, arts and the environment.  It was,

AGREED

with twelve votes for and one abstention that a letter of 




congratulations be sent to the School.   
3192
Clerk’s Additional Information


The following items of correspondence/information had been received and were noted: 
a) Notification from Newark & Sherwood District Council that the planning Committee is considering the application for 23 dwellings at 159 Main Street on Tuesday July 14th 2009.  Cllrs Mrs Hurst and Hurst undertook to attend. 
b) Notice of the Annual Public Board Meeting of the Notts County PCT on Thursday September 24th 2009 at 11am. 
c) A request for a litter bin in the Orchid Close area – this will be raised with the District Council waste authority. 
d) A suggestion from PCSO Kirsty Crook that the dog waste bins on Brisbane Court and Bullpit Road be replaced with the style of bins that have a deposit flap – the waste cannot be removed from these through misuse. The nursery in that vicinity is presently experiencing problems with persons unknown taking bagged waste from the bins and throwing them on the Nursery’s driveway.  Members supported this request. 
3193    Councillors Questions
1. Following the Public Police Meeting held last week, Cllr Walker asked if the Council could write to Chief Constable Julia Hodson expressing disappointment that she did not attend the meeting and to ask for further police staff allocation for Balderton?  All concurred with this. 
2. Cllr Mrs Hurst:
a) asked Councillors to be aware that the Police have visited the local schools warning children not to play on the railway lines. 
b) advised that the manager of the Oaks Nursing Home would like to attend a Council meeting to do a short presentation to members.  The September Council meeting was considered to be the preferred option for this.  
c) informed that the appeals against the planning refusals for Jalna, Queen Street have been dismissed.
3. Cllr Mrs Newstead advised that a unknown group of Grove School children had aided an elderly lady who had suffered a fall at the junction of Meadow Road and Christopher Crescent.  They had slowed the traffic down whilst the ambulance arrived and had acted commendably. 
4. Cllr Allsopp asked members to be aware that several Designated Public Places Order signs have been installed around the village.  

5. Cllr Brooks asked that action be taken to try and replace the lifebelt that has been removed from the Heron Way car park area of the Lake. 

6. Cllr Mrs Walker asked members to join in congratulating Cllr Walker on his recent re-election as County Councillor for Balderton.  

Cllr Allsopp left the meeting at approximately 7.50pm.

7. Cllr Mrs Jarvis had attended an event organised by Social Services for a group of local disruptive young people.  The children have some ideas for the young persons project for which the Council has a sum of  allocated money.  It was considered beneficial to invite them to a meeting to discuss their proposals.
Exempt item 
It was resolved that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 
the special nature of the information in the business to be transacted, the public and press be  
excluded from the remainder of the meeting. The press and public duly left the meeting. 

            A legal matter was discussed and agreed upon. 

The meeting closed at approximately 8.10pm.
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