   Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday March 4th 2009 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Allsopp, Fletcher, Gibson, Hind, Mrs Hurst, Mrs Newstead, Page, Mrs Walker and Walker

with eight parishioners, a representative of the local press and the Clerk.
3151
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Hoyes. Cllrs Mrs Brooks and Brooks had advised
that they would join the meeting later.  

The Chairman, with member’s approval changed the order of the agenda to allow the co- 

option of a Councillor for the Balderton West Ward and election of a Vice Chairman to 

take place when all Councillors who had advised would be attending were present.   
3152
Declarations of Interest

Councillors made the following declarations of interest: Cllr Walker regarding any District Council issue, any County Council issue and any Police Authority issue.  Cllrs Allsopp, 
and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any District Council issue.  
3153
Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday January 28th 2009, having been circulated previously were confirmed as a true record and signed. 

Cllrs Mrs Brooks and Brooks joined the meeting at approximately 7.15pm 

3154
Co-option


Five nominations had been received for the casual vacancy on Balderton West Ward – 
Mrs S. Barker, Mr B. Clark, Mr W. Hurst, Mrs J. Myers and Mr T. Scott. All but the latter were present at the meeting and addressed the Council with their reasons for standing for
co-option.  A paper ballot was requested and held with the following result: Mrs Barker 2 votes, Mr Clark 0 votes, Mr Hurst 7 votes, Mrs Myers 1 vote and Mr Scott 3 votes.  


Mr Hurst was therefore declared a Councillor for the Balderton West Ward and joined 
Councillors at the meeting.  All candidates were thanked for their attendance and interest. 
3155
Vice Chairman


One nomination had been received for the position of Council Vice Chairman – Cllr Mrs 
Brooks, who was unanimously elected as the Vice Chairman. 

3156 
Clerk/Chairman’s Update
An update of ongoing matters from the minutes of the previous Council meeting and subsequent committee meetings was circulated and noted.  Updates circulated prior to each committee meeting had been included with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed:

a)   Council   
1. Re Minute 3145.a5 Flooding  Members were pleased that the District Council has made  progress regarding a major survey of the area’s watercourses.  A letter will be sent asking if this Council will have any input on the commissioned work, and will the Council be furnished with a copy of the report once complete? 
2. Re Minute 3145.c1 Directional Signs to Centre & Cemetery  Cllr Walker advised that he is meeting a County Council representative on Friday March 6th and may get an update on the costings of the proposed signs. 
3. Re Minute 3145a.7 Youth Bus   Members were pleased to hear that the Youth Bus is quite well attended by local young people. 
b)  Centre Management 

1. Re Minute 0028 VAT  This long standing issue has been resolved through Customs & Excise’s ‘Capital Goods Scheme’ which effectively means the Council will be liable to pay just £8400 of the VAT on the building, from a potential original figure of £109,626.  All involved were thanked for their hard work in relation to this issue.  
c)  Planning  
d) Amenities 

     1. Re Day Fishing Day Tickets    It was unanimously, 
          AGREED
that Standing Order 26a be suspended to allow the Council to 



reverse the decision to sell fishing tickets for the Lake, the original 



decision being taken at a meeting held on December 3rd 2008.
2. Re 1538 Centre Gates   The gates have been ordered from the local contractor who submitted the original quotation - the other contractor has not provided a quotation. 

e) Finance & General Purposes
 1. Re Minute 3538.2 Cycle for PCSO   The Police Authority has funded a cycle for  

 the local PCSO.  

      2. Re Minute 3539 Free Resource Grant   With 13 votes for and 1against, it was
AGREED
that in pursuance of the powers conferred by Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972 the Council approve the payment of £150 to the Blue Sapphires Cheerleaders 

this being expenditure incurred in the interest of the parish or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

3157    Committees
The minutes of the following committees were then confirmed as a true record and signed:

Centre Management sub committee

Planning 

Amenities  

Finance and General Purposes 

3158
Financial Statements
The details as published and circulated were correct, there being a cheque requirement of £29859.06 for February 2009.
3159
Reports from Representatives

1. Cllr Walker reported that he is attending a meeting on Friday March 6th regarding the Fernwood to Balderton cycle track & footway improvements.   He also advised that he has submitted a bid to the County Council’s ‘BBC’ fund for seats and a planter for the Brandon Close rose garden area. 
2. Cllr Mrs Hurst reported that following the news of the imminent withdrawal of the ‘Fernwood Flyer’ bus service by Marshalls Coaches, negotiations are taking place for the Health Centre to provide a small shuttle bus service for patients within the village. Appreciation was extended to Mr Marshall for trying to make the bus service work.  It is understood that discussions are taking place to try and ease some of the restrictions that have been in place regarding allowing service buses travelling through Fernwood. 
3160
Clerk’s Additional Information


The following items of correspondence/information had been received and were noted: 
a) Notification from Newark & Sherwood Homes that they are now formally applying to stop up a section of path which runs around Dorewood Court – this was actually executed nine years ago when a garden was created for a disabled tenant.  The Council’s view is now being sought in relation to the application. This issue was referred to the Amenities Committee for consideration, allowing members time to view the site prior to discussion. 
b) Notice of the Parish/District Community safety Liaison Group meeting on Monday April 27th 2009 at 7.00pm. Cllrs Fletcher and Mrs Hurst hope to attend. 

c) A quotation of £660 to upgrade the Centre’s CCTV to fit motion detector recording to the system.  This was considered very beneficial and it was unanimously,

AGREED 

that the upgrade be ordered. 

d) An alternative insurance quotation from Norwich Union for the Council’s policy which is substantially cheaper than last year’s premium for the same, with slightly improved cover.  The existing policy is with Zurich, renewable on April 1st 2009 but a renewal premium has not yet been received.  Members approved in principle that the alternative policy be taken if the Zurich renewal is more expensive.
e) A letter of appreciation from ‘Sue’s Place’ for the donation made from Councillors in lieu of exchanging personal Christmas cards and from the Church collection at the Chairman’s Service last year.   
f) Notice of a planning meeting at Kelham Hall on Tuesday March 10th 2009 where the application for 24 additional homes on land at 159 Main Street is being considered.  Cllr Allsopp advised that he hopes to attend to speak against the development. 

3161    Councillors Questions
No questions were raised. 
Cllr Mrs Jarvis made a presentation on behalf of Councillors and staff  to Mr Norman Sheppard and his wife.  Mr Sheppard had served as a Councillor from 1976 until his very recent resignation in January 2009.  He was sincerely thanked for his hard work and commitment and they were both wished all the very best for the future. 
The meeting closed at approximately 7.55pm.
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