   Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday March 17th 2010 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Gibson, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, 


Mrs Newstead, Page and Mrs Walker
with three parishioners, a representative of the local press and the Clerk.
3239
Apologies

            Apologies were received from Cllrs Hind, Mrs Hoyes and Walker.   Cllrs Allsopp, 
            Mrs Brooks, Brooks and Fletcher had advised they may be late joining the meeting owing to 

            other commitments at the District Council.
3240
Declarations of Interest

Councillors made the following declarations of interest: Cllr Mrs Jarvis (and Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Brooks and Fletcher when they joined the meeting later) all declared a prejudicial interest to minute reference 3242.d2 - grant application from St. Giles Church. 

The meeting was closed to hear parishioners. One resident asked for the Council’s support 
in removing or re-locating the telephone kiosk outside 64 London Road.  He stated that the 
kiosk attracts vandals, appears to have minimal use and is at a difficult location for drivers 
wishing to use it – it is sited on a bend with double yellow lines on the road.  He and his 
neighbours have tried for some time to arrange its removal. This issue was a scheduled 
agenda item for discussion later that evening, so members thanked him for his 
attendance and information.  He left the meeting at approximately 7.05pm.

One resident asked if any progress had been made to provide can and paper recycling 
facilities at the playing field for both the litter left on the field and waste generated from 
parties held at the Village Centre. Details are awaited from the District Council and the 
matter will be expedited.  

One resident reported that visiting football teams had commented on the excellent condition 
of the football pitches at the weekend – he asked that appreciation be passed onto the 
groundstaff.   The parishioners were thanked for their comments and the meeting 


re-opened at approximately 7.10pm.

3241
Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday January 27th 2010, having been circulated previously were confirmed as a true record and signed. 
3242 
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

An update of ongoing matters from the minutes of the previous Council meeting and 
subsequent committee meetings was circulated and noted.  Updates circulated prior to each 
committee meeting had been included with the minutes.  The following issues were 
discussed from the update:

a)  Council   
1.  Re Minute 3231.d3 Standards Committee  Cllr Hurst was congratulated on his appointment to the District Council Standards Committee as a Parish Council representative. 
2. Re Minute 3237 Centre Users  The Clerk will compile a list of the regular Centre users. 

b)  Centre Management
1. Re Minute 0044 Bar Management  Members were advised that the existing Designated Premises Supervisor has been invited to continue running the bar, subject to certain conditions. 
c)  Amenities

1. Re Minute 1619 Allotments   In order to allow all allotment holders the opportunity to  be one of the agreed two co-opted non Councillors on the sub committee, a note will be included on the yearly rent letter which is sent out in the summer. Once the allotment holders have determined who will represent them, a meeting of the sub committee will be arranged. 
2. Re Minute 1625 Dog Orders  The District Council has confirmed that the new orders should be in place by April 1st 2010.  Two e-mails have been received – one from a dog owner who is concerned about the introduction of a ‘Dogs on Leads’ order for Lakeside, and one from an owner who was attacked along with his own dog at Lakeside, applauding the Council’s efforts to try and ease the situation. 
3. Re Minute 1626.2 Grove Pupils  Members agreed that the Year 7 pupils who have undertaken project work about the Lake should be invited to attend the Council meeting on April 21st 2010.

d)  Finance & General Purposes

Cllr Fletcher joined the meeting at approximately 7.35pm.

3243
Telephone Box  

Consideration was given to a written request from a resident for the Council’s support to approach British Telecom to either remove or relocate the telephone box on London Road  (as per the resident’s presentation at the commencement of the meeting). Discussion took place, during which time Cllrs Mrs Brooks and Brooks joined the meeting.  


A vote took place – 6 members voted that the kiosk be removed, 3 voted for it to be 
relocated.  A letter will be submitted to British Telecom asking that it be removed. 
(minute 3242d continued - Finance & General Purposes) 

Members had agreed to defer discussion of this committee’s minutes until the arrival of those Councillors who had indicated that they would be late joining the meeting.

1. 1. Re Minute 3597a&b Free Resource Grants   It was,

AGREED
that in pursuance of the powers conferred by Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972 the Council approve the payments of;


£500 to Chuter Ede Primary School for the Year 5 pupils to undertake the D.A.R.E. training


£500 to Balderton Pre School to help commemorate its 40th Anniversary year 

this being expenditure incurred in the interest of the parish or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

2. Re Minute 3597 Church Hall Project   Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Fletcher and

Mrs Jarvis left the meeting for the duration of this item, and Cllr Mrs Hurst took the chair. Members gave further consideration and discussion to the committee’s recommendation for a grant and confirmed that a large grant does not set any precedents for future applications from any organisations.   It was,


     AGREED


with five votes for and two against that two payments of 





£10,000 could be made to the Church over two years 





commencing in the 2011/12 financial year in order that the 





large grant can be budgeted for.  This is conditional 






upon the Church securing other funding of £300,000.  In 





the event of this amount not being secured and/or the 





project possibly being ‘downscaled’, the Council will re-





consider the amount. 

Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Brooks, Fletcher and Mrs Jarvis re-joined the meeting, and Cllr Mrs Jarvis resumed as Chairman. 

2. Re Minute 3598 Community Cafe  Cllr Mrs Newstead proposed a vote of thanks  for Cllrs Mrs Hurst and Hurst’s hard work that has so far been invested in the Community Cafe project.  
3244    Committees
The minutes of the following committees were then confirmed as a true record and signed:

Centre Management 
Amenities  

Finance and General Purposes 

3245
Financial Statements
The details as published and circulated were correct, there being cheque requirements of £5146.50 for January and £4563.11 for February.
3246
Reports from Representatives


Cllr Mrs Jarvis reported that she had attended an ‘Emergency planning and community 
resilience event’ hosted by the County Council on Saturday March 13th 2010.  She 
gave a resume of the event – this will be typed and circulated to members for future 
consideration.
3247
Clerk’s Additional Information


The following items of correspondence/information had been received and were noted: 
a) Notice of a County Council event on Tuesday April 20th 2010 from 10am to 1pm at Newstead regarding transport services.  

b) Notice that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday April 28th 2010 at 6.30pm. 

c) Complaints about an adult footballer urinating in the playing field tree area the previous weekend, and about excessive and persistent use of foul language from footballers and spectators.  The police will be advised about the urinating incident, and clubs, footballers and referees will be reminded about inappropriate language. 

d) A request from St. Johns Ambulance for a concessionary rate to hire the Centre to run a 


      practical, two hour first aid course as part of a nationwide campaign. Members 
  

                  considered that this could not be approved, but a grant could be made instead to the local 
      organisation to pay for hiring the Centre.

3248 
Councillors Questions 

Cllr Mrs Hurst asked for a progress update regarding requests made for an extra street light 
on Granby Drive and moss clearance on certain pavements around Swinburne Close.  These 
will be expedited with the County Council. 


Cllr Mrs Walker asked on behalf of Cllr Walker that the Council consider increasing the 
earmarked sum of £10,000 for a young person’s project and dividing it between the village 
schools to spend on projects of their choice.  The issue will once again be discussed at the 
next Amenities Committee meeting. 
The meeting closed at approximately 8.20pm.
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