   Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday September 23rd 2009 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Mrs Brooks (Vice Chairman), Allen, Allsopp, Brooks, Gibson, Mrs Newstead, Page, Mrs Walker and Walker

with two parishioners, a representative of the local press and the Clerk.
3195
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllrs Fletcher, Hind, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst and Hurst. 
3196
Declarations of Interest

Councillors made the following declarations of interest: Cllr Walker declared a personal interest regarding any District Council issue and any County Council issue.  Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and Brooks declared a personal interest to any District Council issue.  Cllr Brooks declared a personal interest to any planning issue as a member of the District Council Planning Committee.  Cllr Mrs Brooks declared a personal interest to minute reference 3198.c2 – Newark & Sherwood Homes. 
3197
Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday July 8th 2009, having been circulated previously were confirmed as a true record and signed. 
3198 
Clerk/Chairman’s Update
An update of ongoing matters from the minutes of the previous Council meeting and subsequent committee meetings was circulated and noted.  Updates circulated prior to each committee meeting had been included with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed:

a)   Council   
1. Re Minute 3188a.2 Youth Bus   Cllr Walker advised that the Youth Bus is not presently visiting the Church Hall car park on Monday evenings.
2. Re Minute 3193.1 Police Meeting   The Clerk was asked to expedite the reply from the Chief Constable. 
b)   Planning       
c)  Amenities 

     1.   Re Minute 1582 Dog Waste Bin  Members agreed with the recommendation made   

           by Cllr Hurst and Mr Brown to leave the Granby Drive bin in place for a while and 

           monitor the situation.  The Tenzing Walk bin will be removed as discussed in   

           committee.               

     2.   Re Minute 1588 Moulton Crescent  Cllr Walker advised that a representative from 

Newark & Sherwood Homes is scheduled to attend the next Safer Neighbourhood Group meeting to discuss the reported Moulton Crescent resident issues.  It was therefore considered unnecessary at this stage to write a letter to the organisation. 

d) Finance & General Purposes Committee 

1. Re Minute 3563.1 Water Cycle Strategy – Land Drainage Report  Members discussed the report which had been previously circulated.  Pressure must be placed on those responsible to clear the drains, ditches and waterways, and to re-instate the same where necessary.  It was,
      AGREED
that a letter be sent to the District Council inviting the Chief Executive and other appropriate Officers to discuss the issues.  The next Finance and General Purposes Committee on October 28th 2009 was considered the preferred date for the meeting.  
2. Re Minute 3567.j Grant Payment  Cllr Mrs Jarvis asked if future grant applicants  should be asked how much they are expecting to receive as a guide for members when considering making a payment.   Members considered this to be a good idea. 
3199    Committees
The minutes of the following committees were then confirmed as a true record and signed:

Centre Management

Planning – 23/07/09 & 11/08/09 
Amenities  

Finance and General Purposes 

3200
Financial Statements
The details as published and circulated were correct, there being a cheque requirement of £5784.64 for July and £6369.21 for August.
The meeting was closed to take public comments.  One parishioner asked if the Council 

would consider writing to the football teams regarding the amount of litter and bottles that are left on the field after matches?  The meeting re-opened - members concurred with this suggestion and the Clerk was asked to draft appropriate letters.  
3201
Reports from Representatives
Cllr Walker reported:

a) that the County Council has installed two benches at Brandon Close as part of the Building Better Communities (BBC) initiative. 
b) that he had attended a presentation at County Hall on Wednesday September 16th 2009 where John Hunt and Chuter Ede Schools had received awards for outstanding achievements. Members agreed that a letter of congratulations be sent to John Hunt School (the former Infants section) as previously sent to Chuter Ede School.   

c) that he has joined a scrutiny committee to review County Highway issues.

d) that he has received a number of e-mail communications from a parishioner regarding highway issues relating to public footpath 11.

 3202
Clerk’s Additional Information


The following items of correspondence/information had been received and were noted: 
a) Notification and agenda from Newark & Sherwood District Council of the Standards Committee meeting on September 23rd  2009. 
b) Notification that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services and the trade unions have agreed the terms of the 2009 pay settlement increase of 1-1.25% .  

c) A newsletter from Chief Supt. Wakelin, the Divisional Police Commander, advising that his current priorities are to reduce unacceptable levels of anti social behaviour. 
d) A letter from a resident seeking confirmation that the council has vehicular rights to and from the Mount Road Cemetery entrance which goes over a section of public footpath.

Both the County Council and District Council have confirmed that there is no problem with the Parish Council’s right which extends to its guests.  
3203    Councillors Questions
1. Cllr Mrs Jarvis asked if the Council would consider sending a letter of appreciation to the couple who this week, left the Post Office and adjoining shop.  The business was well managed whilst under their care. 

2. Cllr Mrs Brooks asked if the Council would install a dog waste bin at the top of Howards Gardens at the junction of Hawton Lane?  This request was referred to the Amenities committee. 
3. Cllr Brooks asked:

a) asked that acronyms are no longer used in Council minutes without an immediate prior explanation.  

b) can a figure be calculated for how much the Council has spent on the Acacia Road access issue? 

c) has any update been received about the car wash business on the vet’s car park?  It is understood that the deadline for submitting a planning application for the business is at the end of this week – if not received by then Planning Enforcement will effectively stop the activity. 
The meeting closed at approximately 7.40pm
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