Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday December 9th 2009 at 7.00pm.
PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Hurst,  Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker. 



with Mr Brian Matthews from Sure Start, a representative from the local press and the Clerk 
APOLOGIES
were received from Cllrs Gibson and Hind.  Cllrs Mrs Brooks and Fletcher had advised they would be late joining the meeting.

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllr Walker also declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Nottinghamshire County Council.  During the course of the meeting Cllrs Mrs Brooks and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council. Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Fletcher and Mrs Jarvis declared a personal interest to the application for financial assistance from St. Giles Church – minute reference 3578.

Cheques presented were signed and wages payments approved.

3576      Sure Start 
The meeting was closed to meet with Mr Brain Matthews from Sure Start who gave an overview of the organisation’s activities.  It delivers activities and provides information to support local parents and their families. It links in with local partners and services to offer the best opportunities to families in the area.  Sure Start is funded through the County Council. 

Mr Matthews was thanked for his information and attendance –  he left at approximately 7.30pm as Cllrs Mrs Brooks and Fletcher joined the meeting which was duly re-opened. 
3577
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published 
with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 3463.1 Masefield Crescent Drain   No further update has been received since the County Council undertook to  investigate the possibility of installing a manhole over the London Road culvert to assist with the de-silting works required, and since the District Council undertook to look into building another manhole between London Road and Masefield Crescent subject to obtaining landowner consent.  The matter will again be expedited. 
3578
Financial Assistance


Members gave initial consideration to a written request for support and/or financial 
assistance from St. Giles Church to renovate the Church Hall on Main Street. The proposed 
works will cost £600,000.  Members agreed that it would be beneficial to invite Church 
representatives to the January committee meeting in order that this can be given further, full 
consideration.

3579
Budget 2010/11 


Discussion was given to budgetary requirements for the next financial year, including 
new projects.  Summarised committee running costs had been prepared along with project 
costs and these were circulated.  Consideration was given to keeping the precept at the same 
rate as this year by the use of 
Council reserves, or whether to make a small increase. The 
possibility of including the costs for a village CCTV system was also discussed following 
the presentation made at the full Council meeting in November. The exact costs will not be 
known until next year when the issue will be given further consideration.   It was,


RECOMMENDED

that the budget for 2010/11 remains the same at £252,500.  

During the discussion several issues were raised relating to the Village Centre including hire 
costs, bar prices and the feasibility of having a second bar.  A Village Centre Management 
sub-committee meeting will be arranged to consider these items.   
3580
Inappropriate Language 

Members were reminded that it is both inappropriate and in some cases offensive to use bad 
language. 
3581
County Council Budget

Members gave consideration to responding to the County Council’s budget proposals for 
2010/11 – any comments are to be submitted by January 22nd 2010.  Members requested that 
the following comments be submitted about the proposals:
a) Disappointed that the one off grant given to the Citizen’s Advice Bureau will not be continued.
b) Concerns regarding the cuts to Community Transport.

c) Pleased that no library closures or restrictions in hours are planned.

3582
Correspondence/Information


The following correspondence and information was noted:

a)  Notice of a Standards Committee meeting at Kelham Hall on December 9th 2009 commencing at 10am.  Cllr Fletcher had attended the meeting.
b)  Council minutes from 1992-1999 have been deposited at County Archives in Nottingham.

c)  Details of crime statistics for Balderton from April to June 2009.

d)  Copies of the District Council’s budget consultation questionnaire – every Councillor is invited to comment. Copies were circulated to those present. 
e)  Notice from the Balderton Branch of the Royal British Legion that £13.37 was collected in the box kept at the Village Centre for the Poppy Appeal. 
f)  Notice that a second chain saw should be acquired as a health and safety requirement – this has been priced at £410. Members unanimously approved the purchase.

3583
Future Agenda Items


No items were raised. 

3584
Exempt Items 

It was resolved that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
special nature of the information in the business to be transacted, the public and press be  
excluded from the remainder of the meeting.  The press representative left the meeting.

Legal issues were discussed and agreed upon. 

The meeting closed at approximately 8.30pm.
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