Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday January 21st 2009 at 7:00pm.
PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Allsopp, Mrs Brooks, Fletcher, Gibson, Hind, Mrs Hurst, Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker
with the Clerk

APOLOGIES
were received from Cllrs Mrs Hoyes and Sheppard. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issue relating to the County Council, District Council and Nottinghamshire Police (minute reference 3536). 
Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any issue relating to the Newark & Sherwood District Council.  
Cheques presented were signed and wages payments approved.

3532
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published 
with the minutes.  No issues were discussed from the update. 
3533
Internal Audit Review


Members gave consideration to the legal requirement to carry out an annual review of 
effectiveness of Internal Audit for the Council.  The present practice of an interim 
report by 
the appointed Internal Auditor was considered beneficial and should continue. Members 
were satisfied regarding the continued independence and competence of the Internal 
Auditor.  A list, previously circulated, of the specific tests and checks required was approved 

– this will be supplied to the Internal Auditor in readiness for completing the Audit.  Mrs 
Hempill will be requested to directly report her findings to the Chairman of the Council.  

3534
C.A.S.Y. 

Discussion was given to the plans for the charity C.A.S.Y. (Counselling and Support for 
Young 
people) to open a base in the village and utilise adjoining premises for a coffee shop, 
similar to the Unique Coffee Bar in Newark.  The Council has considered the possibility of 

donating some, or all of the £10,000 committed sum of money for a young persons’ 
project, and the Grove School pupils and head teacher support the principle of the money 

being spent on this.  The project is still awaiting confirmation of further substantial funding 
from another source.  It was,


RECOMMENDED

that the Council commits the money to CASY subject to their 




other funding being confirmed. 
3535
Digital Camera


Consideration was given to the purchase of a digital camera for use by the Council staff 
where necessary. An effective camera can be purchased for approximately £50-70.  It was,


RECOMMENDED

that a suitable model be purchased.
3536
Request for Financial Assistance

Initial consideration was given to making a grant payment to the local Police to purchase a 
cycle for the local Police Community Support Officer (PCSO), and a further contribution 
towards an off road motorbike to be utilised by the local Police when targeting unauthorised 
mopeds, quad bikes etc. on the cycle track and around the Lake.  Some concerns were 
expressed about double taxation issues. A letter will be sent to the local Police asking why a 
pedal cycle cannot be provided for the local PCSO by the Police Service. It is understood 
that a more formal request for a donation towards a motorbike will be received directly from 
the Police.   
3537
Correspondence/Information


The following correspondence and information was noted:

a)  A copy of a consultation paper from the Government regarding a code of recommended practice on local authority publicity.  Copies of the paper were circulated to members in readiness for any comments to be collated at the next committee meeting.  Any responses to be submitted by March 12th 2009. 
b)  Following the Amenities Committee response that the proposed cost (£7000 a year) to rent an area for public car parking for some twenty vehicles from the new owners of the Turks Head was not affordable, the owners have asked what figure the Council would consider paying?  Members considered on balance that £1000 would be appropriate – this will be reported back to the agents.

3537
Future Agenda Items

No items were put forward. 
The meeting closed at approximately 7.45pm. 
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