Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday January 20th 2010 at 6.30pm.
PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Hind, Hurst, Mrs Newstead, 


Mrs Walker and Walker. 



with four representatives from St. Giles Church, a representative from the local press and the Clerk 
APOLOGIES
were received from Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks, Gibson, Mrs Hoyes and 



Mrs Hurst.  Cllr Fletcher had advised he would be late joining the meeting.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllr Walker also declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Nottinghamshire County Council.  Cllr Mrs Jarvis declared a prejudicial interest to the application for financial assistance from St. Giles Church – minute reference 3587.
Cheques presented were signed and wages payments approved.

3585      Church Hall Renovation  
The meeting was closed to meet with Canon Tony Tucker, Dilys Carby, John Dodd and Mike Wilson from St. Giles Church who gave a presentation regarding the Church Hall renovation project. They outlined initial proposals which are to renovate the existing hall, provide improved toilet, kitchen and access facilities. The estimate for the work is approximately £600,000.  There is also the possibility of utilising the roof space for further meeting rooms though this would require a lift to be installed.  The building needs to be fit for purpose now and in the future.  They are applying for funding from various sources but have no firm timescale for starting the project.  Members suggested that they consider other avenues such as ‘design and build’ companies rather than the more traditional route of architect/surveyor/builder, as this may prove far more cost effective as in the case of the Village Centre project.  
They were thanked for their information and attendance and left at approximately 7.05pm. 
3586
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published 
with the minutes.  The following issue was discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 3577.1 Masefield Crescent Drain   The County Council has advised that it cannot carry out any work until the next financial year when a manhole over the London Road culvert will be installed to assist with the de-silting works required. 
3587
Financial Assistance


Cllr Mrs Jarvis left the meeting and Cllr Hind took the chair for the duration of this item.  
Considerable discussion took place regarding the written request for support and/or financial 
assistance from St. Giles Church to renovate the Church Hall on Main Street. On balance 
members considered that the project should be supported even though the Council pays and 
is responsible for the day to day maintenance of the churchyard.  The Church does not need 
the funds imminently as there is no start date for the project and only one set of plans have 
been drawn up.  It was,

RECOMMENDED

with five votes for and one abstention that two payments of 





£10,000 could be made to the Church over two years. 

Discussion was again given to the desirability of the Council inviting applications for grants 
from the local community on an annual basis in order that fair consideration be given to all 
potential benefactors.  


Cllr Mrs Jarvis returned and Cllr Fletcher joined the meeting.

3588
‘C3’ Weight Restriction

Discussion was given to proposal options involving the introduction of a 7.5 tonne weight 
restriction on a stretch of the C3 road which would protect Elton on the Hill, Orston, 
Alverton and Kilvington from excessively heavy goods lorries. Some restrictions could  
have a detrimental effect upon Balderton as all the refuse lorries needing to get to Cotham 
tip would use the A52, A1 and use Staple Lane in the village to access the tip. The County 
Council is considering a number of options.  Members agreed that their preference is 
‘Option 5’ as outlined in the County’s proposals – a letter advising this will be submitted. 
3589
Snow Wardens 

Discussion was given to appointing snow wardens for the village who could co-ordinate 
bad weather problems and gritting requirements and also perhaps to try to ensure the well 
being of elderly or infirm residents.  This issue will be discussed further at the Council 
meeting to try and find a volunteer. 


A generic risk assessment has been produced by the District Council for adverse weather 
(snow and ice) situations. This is being reviewed as this Council has an insufficient number 
of staff to clear snow and ice from Parish Council areas – guidelines recommend that if this 
is the case notices are 
placed to advise that they are not treated and could be hazardous. 
3590
District Council Standards Committee

Members gave consideration to an invitation to submitting nominees for the District 
Council’s Standards Committee – two vacancies are imminent.  The closing date for 
applicants is January 29th 2010.  Cllrs Hind, Hurst and Mrs Jarvis elected to put their names 
forward for consideration. 
3591
Correspondence/Information


The following correspondence and information was noted:

a)  Details from the County Council that four speed cameras will be installed on London Road between Beaumond Cross, Newark and Main Street, Balderton.  These should be installed before the end of the financial year. 

b)  Advice from the County Council that Councillors should advise their car insurance companies that they may be using their vehicles for Council business – this will rarely incur any additional premium. 
c)  An update brochure from the East Midlands Fire & Rescue Control Centre advising of
progress for the new emergency call handling facility in Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire.  
3592
    Future Agenda Items


    No items were raised. 

The meeting closed at approximately 8.00pm.
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