Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Tuesday June 30th 2009 at 6.30pm.
PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Mrs Brooks (Vice Chairman), Allen, Fletcher, Gibson, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Hurst and Mrs Newstead 
with the Clerk

APOLOGIES
were received from Cllrs Allsopp, Hind, Mrs Walker and Walker.  
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Mrs Brooks and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any issue relating to the Newark & Sherwood District Council.  
Cheques presented were signed and wages payments approved.

3557
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published 
with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:

1. Re Minute 3493.2 Masefield Crescent Drain An update is anticipated from the District Council to advise whether the County Council has yet carried out clearance work to the drain as it passes under London Road.
3558
Requests for Financial Assistance

Members gave consideration to written requests for financial assistance from: 
a) Newark & Sherwood Play Support Group towards the cost of a play afternoon on the Council’s playing field in the Balderton Village Centre.  

b) CASY towards the running costs of the counselling centre for young people in Balderton.  It was considered inappropriate at this stage to make a donation to the organisation until it has been established for longer and more is known about the extent of the benefit to local young people.  
It was,


      RECOMMENDED
that a grant of £200 be paid to the Newark & Sherwood Play 




Support Group.


Some discussion was given to the earmarked fund of £10,000 for a young persons project. 
Enquiries will be made to ascertain if any grants can be obtained to increase the fund of 
money to be able to provide the type of facility suggested by the Grove School Student 
Council. 
3559
St. Giles Sunday Youth Group

Members were advised that a grant of £400 donated to the St. Giles Church Youth Group 
in 
October 2007 for computers had not been used because that particular project did not 
materialise.  The Group has offered to return the money to the Council but 
has also asked if 
the grant money could be used to purchase a Nintendo Wii that the whole Group could use.  
Members had no objection to this, supporting the Group’s proposal.
3560
Councillor Long Service Recognition 


Initial discussion was given to introducing a policy of awarding long serving Councillors 
with a formal token of recognition.  The issue will be given further consideration in the 


future.  
3561
Correspondence/Information


The following correspondence and information was noted:

a)  Notice that the Council’s bids for projects submitted to the County Council’s ‘Building Better Communities’ fund have been unsuccessful.  The projects were to hard surface and install a street light to a section Public Footpath no. 11, and to re-surface a section of the Mount Road Cemetery roadway. 
b)  Notice of a Public Board Meeting of the Notts County PCT on Monday July 20th 2009 at 12.30pm at Holme Pierrepont, Nottingham. 
c)  Confirmation that the company commissioned by the District Council to undertake a Water Cycle Strategy has undertaken an inspection of the village accompanied by the local resident who is an expert on flooding and drainage matters.  A letter of appreciation has been sent from this Council to the resident thanking him for his time and information. 
3562
Future Agenda Items

Cllr Mrs Brooks asked if the Council was taking any necessary measures to try and help prevent swine flu?  The Clerk advised that a meeting is scheduled this week with the Health & Safety advisor and this item has been highlighted for discussion. 

Cllr Gibson again asked why Balderton is not shown on maps used by the local authorities?  Cllr Mrs Brooks advised that she had raised this issue with the District Council but was told it is too late to alter anything at this stage.  Members expressed their disquiet at this.  

Cllr Hurst advised that he is trying to get four village businesses to place adverts in the local, bi-monthly ‘All About You’ magazine – this would enable the Council to have a whole page free to publish news and information, rather than a single column.  
The meeting closed at approximately 7.20pm. 
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