Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday March 10th 2010 at 7.00pm.
PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Gibson, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, 


Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker. 



with a representatives from Balderton Pre School and the Clerk 
APOLOGIES
were received from Cllrs Hind and Mrs Hoyes.   Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks, Brooks and Fletcher had advised they may be late joining the meeting owing to other meeting commitments at the District Council. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to the County Council and Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllr Mrs Jarvis declared a prejudicial interest to the application for financial assistance from St. Giles Church – minute reference 3597, this same interest was declared by Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Brooks and Fletcher when they joined the meeting.  Cllrs Mrs Hurst and Hurst declared a prejudicial interest to the Community Cafe issue – minute reference 3598.
Cheques presented were signed and wages payments approved.

The meeting was closed to meet with Mrs Jean Newson from the Grove Pre School regarding its 40th anniversary which will be celebrated with a week of activities including open days, picnics and cake decorating.  It will culminate with an open day on June 19th 2010 at Chuter Ede school with stalls and a circus workshop.  Mrs Newson outlined the costs of certain activities which are yet to be funded and advised that any contribution towards those costs that the Council could make would be most appreciated.  This issue was a scheduled item for discussion later at the meeting.

Mrs Newson was thanked for her information and attendance and she left at approximately 7.15pm when the meeting resumed.  
3593
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published 
with the minutes.  The following issue was discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 3569 Land Drainage/Flooding issues  Members were pleased to hear that some progress is being made to the computer ‘map’ being generated at the District Council which will show all the watercourses in the village and whose responsibility they are. 
3594
Snow Warden 

Further discussion was given to the possibility of appointing a volunteer snow warden for 
the village.  The Clerk had spoken with a snow warden from another village who had 
advised of his duties (mainly warning and co-ordinating volunteers to distribute grit where 
possible) – copies of a list of these had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Cllr Mrs Jarvis 
undertook to be the Snow Warden.  Future consideration will be given to the purchase of grit 
bins to be placed in problem areas in Balderton.
3595
Annual Review of Internal Audit

Members gave consideration to the requirement to carry out an annual review of the 
effectiveness of the Council’s Internal Audit procedures.  Members were satisfied with the 
present arrangements and assured of the ongoing independence and competence of the 
appointed Internal Auditor who carries out both an annual and interim audit.  Approval was 
given to the compiled 
list (which had been previously circulated), of checks and tests 
required for the Internal Auditor to undertake before completing the Annual Return.  The 
practice of the Internal Auditor reporting his findings directly to the Chairman was 
considered beneficial and will continue. 

Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Brooks and Fletcher joined the meeting at approximately 7.40pm.  
3596
Community Infrastructure Levy 

Members considered a response to the District Council’s consultation document on 
Developer Contributions for Strategic Infrastructure. Housing and employment growth needs 
to be supported by additional infrastructure and that 
developers must contribute to this as 
part of the planning process.  The District Council is proposing that the Community 
Infrastructure Levy be used – this scale is being introduced by the government in April 2010. 
Cllr Brooks undertook to obtain further clarification on this issue for members’ further 
discussion. 
3597
Financial Assistance


Consideration was given to applications for financial assistance from:

a) Chuter Ede Primary School for the Year 5 pupils to graduate through the D.A.R.E. programme at a cost of £10.00 each 
b) Balderton Pre School to help commemorate its 40th Anniversary year 

c) The Salvation Army to employ a Youth Worker to be based in the village

It was,


AGREED

that the following grants be paid:

a) £500 to Chuter Ede Primary School
b) £500 to Balderton Pre School

Members considered that it would be useful if a representative from The Salvation Army would attend the next committee meeting to discuss the Youth Worker project in more detail. 

Cllrs Brooks, Mrs Brooks, Fletcher and Mrs Jarvis left the meeting whilst an application for financial assistance was considered from St. Giles Church to renovate the Church hall.  Cllr Mrs Hurst took the chair for the duration of this item. Considerable discussion took place and on balance members considered that the project should be supported.  The Church does not need the funds imminently as there is no start date for the project and only one set of plans have been drawn up.  It was,


RECOMMENDED

with five votes for and two against that two payments of 





£10,000 could be made to the Church over two years 





commencing in the 2011/12 financial year in order that the 





large grant can be budgeted for.  This is conditional 





upon the Church securing other funding of £300,000.  In 





the event of this amount not being secured and/or the 





project possibly being ‘downscaled’, the Council will re-





consider the amount. 

3598
Community Cafe


Cllrs Mrs Hurst and Hurst outlined the proposal to enable members to ask questions.  They 


then left the meeting for the duration of this item. 

Consideration was given to the Council supporting a project for a community cafe for the 
village run by the Balderton Social Enterprise (a Community Interest Company who would 
invest  any profit back into the local community).  Discussion was given to the possibility of 
committing the £10,000 earmarked for a young persons project to this venture.  Copies of a 
report previously circulated, outlined the proposal and this was discussed at some length.  
Though supportive of the idea in principle and mindful of the amount of work compiled so 
far towards the project, members considered on balance that the £10,000 fund could not be 
committed to a new venture such as this.  The cafe is intended for use by all ages and 
sections of the community, but the £10,000 fund of money is designated solely for young 
people. 
3599
Correspondence/Information


The following correspondence and information was noted:

a)  County Council information; 

1.Details of the new Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) which replaces ‘Building Better Communities’ which will provide a seat or notice board for every parish council.  It was considered beneficial to choose a bench for the village, possibly to be installed at Lakeside.
2. Confirmation that the two extra projects which were submitted to LIS for improvements to certain pavements in Balderton and a further hard surface play area on the playing field. 
    3.Notice that any special May Day celebration projects can apply for funding from the  

    L.I.S. 

b) A letter from a resident suggesting that the parking problems outside Tesco on Main 

    Street could be alleviated by vehicles parking in the Church hall car park.  Members    

    considered that this would not really solve the problems because people seem reluctant 

    to walk any distance to the store, and the car park is quite heavily used by Church Hall 

    users. 
c) Notice that there will not be a pay award for local government employees in 2010/11.

3560
    Future Agenda Items


    Cllr Mrs Hurst asked;

a) That the issue of removing or re-siting the payphone kiosk on London Road be included on the Council agenda.  A letter from a resident asking for the Council’s support in relation to this issue will be circulated prior to the meeting. 
b) Should the Council be given a resume of the bi-monthly Safer Neighbourhood Meetings?  Members concurred with this and Cllr Mrs Hurst undertook to provide a resume for the Council meetings under ‘Reports from Representatives’.

The meeting closed at approximately 8.55pm.
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