Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday May 20th 2009 at 6.30pm.
PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Mrs Brooks (Vice Chairman), Allen, Allsopp, Fletcher, Gibson, Hind, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, 


Mrs Walker and Walker 
with a representative of the local press and the Clerk

APOLOGIES
were received from Cllrs Mrs Hoyes and Mrs Newstead.  
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Fletcher and Walker declared a personal interest to any issue relating to the Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllr Walker also declared a personal interest to any issue relating to the County Council or Nottinghamshire Police.  
Cheques presented were signed and wages payments approved.

The meeting was closed to meet with Mrs Sandra Ringham from Victim Support who outlined the organisation’s involvement and support with local victims of crime, and detailed the training programmes undertaken by the volunteers to be able to help.  There have been 263 people in Balderton who have been contacted and offered Victim Support in the past fifteen months.  Mrs Ringham informed members of two local cases in which she had been actively involved in recent years.  Any funding that the Council could give would contribute towards the training programmes.  

Mrs Ringham was thanked for her attendance and information before she left and the meeting re-opened at approximately 6.55pm.  Victim Support’s application for a grant was a scheduled agenda item for consideration later at the meeting.  

3551
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published 
with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:

1. Re Minute 3493.2 Masefield Crescent Drain The County Council is expected to carry out clearance work to the drain as it passes under London Road within a week. 
2. Re Minute 3534 CASY Project   It is understood that CASY will not be progressing with the coffee bar side of the project, just with the counselling centre at this time.  Some discussion was given to the option of donating some of the £10,000 committed for a young persons project but many felt that the counselling Centre was a more specialised facility that would not necessarily target as many young people as originally desired.  The issue will be given further consideration and a representative from CASY will be invited to either attend a meeting or send a written update of the organisation’s progress. 
3552
Requests for Financial Assistance

Members gave consideration to written requests for financial assistance from: 
a) Victim Support towards their running costs which includes supporting Balderton crime victims. 
b) Balderton Bowls Club to cover the cost of bowling green and pavilion rates bills which are now issued in the Club’s name though the bowling green is Council property.  The Council has received a repayment from the District Council of over £3000 for the bowling green rates paid since December 2006, but the Club’s pavilion rate is a newly issued rate liable to payment by the Club, only effective from December 2006 . 
c) Chuter Ede School for 60 year 5 pupils to graduate through the D.A.R.E. programme at a 
cost of £10 per child. 

d) The Multiple Sclerosis Society for a grant of £500 towards re-instating the Holistic 
Therapist to weekly sessions at their Balderton base.
e) Newark & Sherwood Play Support Group towards the cost of a play afternoon in the Balderton Village Centre.  Members requested that a letter be sent seeking more information and clarification that the event is open to all Balderton children.  
 It was,


       RECOMMENDED
that grants of 
a) £500 be paid to Victim Support 

b) the total cost of the Bowling Club’s rate bills dated from December 2006 be paid to the Balderton Bowls Club 

on the understanding that when the Club is successful in obtaining a rate rebate the fund be paid back to the Council

c) £600 be paid to Chuter Ede School 

d) £500 be paid the Multiple Sclerosis Society 
3553
Internal Audit 2008/09 Accounts


Members were advised that the Internal Audit had been completed – members were pleased 

to note that no
qualified comments had been 
made. 

3554
Annual Return Audit 2008/09


Members approved previously circulated copies of the Statement of Accounts and the 

Annual Governance Statement of the Annual Return for the 2008/09 financial year.  The 
supporting audit paperwork has been completed and will now be submitted with the Return 
to the Auditor. 
3555
Correspondence/Information


The following correspondence and information was noted:

a)  Notice that the County Council’s ‘Building Better Communities’ (BBC) workshop will be held on Tuesday June 16th 2009 10am-1.30pm.  Any Councillor wishing to attend to notify the Clerk as soon as possible.
b)  An e-mail from a resident again asking that the Council consider producing a quarterly newsletter.  Discussion was given to this issue and enquiries will be made regarding including an information page in the ‘All about You’ publication which is circulated in the village. 
c)  Notice of a review of Newark’s healthcare owing to the implications of the Newark Growth Point.  A comprehensive communications planner is being prepared to ensure all involved are consulted throughout the summer. 

d)  A copy of a letter sent to Inspector Cartwright of Newark Police regarding lack of  policing in Balderton, expressing concerns and fears about the behaviour of gangs of young people in the Lakeside and Grove Street area of the village. The originator has asked the Council to comment.  A reply will be sent advising that the Council shares the concerns and is attempting to arrange a public meeting with the Chief Constable and Divisional Chief Superintendent to address policing issues.   
3556
Future Agenda Items

Cllr Mrs Brooks asked if any progress had been heard from Planning Enforcement about the car wash business on the former Turks Head car park.  The Clerk undertook to expedite this.

Cllr Mrs Hurst asked that future consideration be given to purchasing different furniture for meetings in the Centre – this will be referred to the Amenities committee. 
The meeting closed at approximately 7.45pm. 
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