Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday May 19th 2010 at 7.00pm.
PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Allen, Allsopp, Fletcher, Gibson, Hind, Mrs Newstead, Mrs Walker and Walker. 



with four parishioners, two representatives of the local press and the Clerk 
APOLOGIES
were received from Cllrs Mrs Brooks, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst and Hurst.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to the County Council and Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllrs Allsopp and Fletcher declared a personal interest to any District Council issues.  Cllrs Fletcher and Mrs Jarvis declared a prejudicial interest to the issue of the grant pledge for the Church Hall – minute reference 3668. 
Cheques presented were signed and wages payments approved.

The meeting was closed to take public comments.  A trustee from Hope House School, Balderton spoke about the school’s application for a grant towards a ‘Ladies Evening’ fund raising event.  This was a scheduled agenda item which would be discussed later at the meeting. 
One parishioner asked the Council to check the official order which would have been created when St. Giles Church yard was declared closed and the Parish Council took over the maintenance of it.  The order should stipulate the extent of the duties expected of the Council.  The parishioner’s attempts to trace the document locally have to date been unsuccessful. 
The meeting resumed and the Chairman undertook to make enquiries with the Church.  
3667
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published 
with the minutes.  The following issue was discussed from the update:
1. Re 3661.1Blocked Drain Cllr Walker undertook to expedite the issue with the County Council officer involved to ensure the manhole cover is installed on London Rd as soon as possible.                                 

3668
Church Grant

Discussion was given to whether the Council should reconsider its pledge of £20,000 to St. 
Giles Church Hall following the motion carried at the Annual Parish Meeting on April 28th 
2010.  In order for the Council to reconsider the decision at this stage a resolution would 
need to be made to suspend standing orders to allow this to be carried out within six months 
of the original decision.  A vote was taken to suspend standing orders with 3 votes for and 
four against (Cllrs Fletcher and Mrs Jarvis did not take part in the vote).  It was 


RECOMMENDED

that the matter be reconsidered at the September committee 





meeting.

Three parishioners left the meeting at approximately 7.30pm.

3669
Financial Assistance


Consideration was given to written applications for financial assistance from:

a) 1st Balderton Scouts towards the cost of hiring a minibus for a summer camp near York.
b) Newark Open Duke of Edinburgh Centre towards new equipment.
c) Hope House School towards the cost of a fund raising event at The Balderton Village Centre.   It was,


RECOMMENDED
that the following grants be paid:

a) £300  to the Balderton 1st Scouts
b) £300  to the Duke of Edinburgh Newark Open Centre

c) £225 to Hope House School
3670
Register of Financial Risks
The Council’s Register of Financial Risks, copies having been previously circulated, were reviewed and approved. 
3671
Correspondence/Information


The following correspondence and information was noted:

a) An invitation from Balderton Pre School for councillors to attend the open day on June 19th 2010 at Chuter Ede School from 12 noon until 4pm.  This is part of the School’s 40th birthday celebrations. Councillors wishing to attend to notify the Clerk.
b) Notification from the District Council that there is a vacancy for a parish representative on the Standards Committee.  Cllr Mrs Jarvis expressed an interest in applying for the vacancy.
c) A copy of a photograph from The Blue Sapphires Cheerleaders showing the new dance costumes towards which the Council made a grant last year.   
d) Notice of a meeting of the Notts County PCT Public Board on Thursday May 27th 2010 at 12.30pm which is being held at the Welbeck Banqueting Hall, West Bridgford. 
e) Notice that two further project bids have been successful from the County Council’s Local Improvement Scheme (L.I.S).  These are to undertake footpath resurfacing works to Lowfield lane, Queen Street, Smith Street and Coronation Street, and to install a hard surface and street lighting to Public Footpath no. 11. 
f) A copy of the summary from a recent Local Public Transport Seminar which Cllr Mrs Jarvis had obtained – this will be circulated to all members. 

g) Notice of public meetings chaired by Patrick Mercer M.P. – one regarding policing issues on Thursday May 20th and one regarding health issues on Thursday June 10th ,  both to be held in Newark Town Hall. 

3672
    Future Agenda Items


    No items were put forward. 
    
3673
    Exempt Item
    It was resolved that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of   
    the special nature of the information in the business to be transacted, the public and press   

    be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.  The public and press duly left the  

    meeting, and the Clerk left the meeting midway through the discussion. 

                A legal and a staffing issue were discussed and agreed upon.
The meeting was closed at approximately 8.30pm.
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