Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Balderton Village Centre on Wednesday October 28th 2009 at 6.00pm.
PRESENT
Councillors Mrs Jarvis (Chairman), Mrs Brooks (Vice Chairman), Allen, Brooks, Gibson, Mrs Newstead and Walker. 



with Mr Alan Batty and Mr Ian Harrison from Newark and Sherwood District Council, Mr Broadhead from the Newark Internal Drainage Board (IDB), two parishioners and the Clerk
3569      Land Drainage
The meeting was closed to meet with Mr Batty, Mr Broadhead and Mr Harrison regarding land drainage issues in Balderton.  The ‘Water Cycle Strategy: Land Drainage in Balderton’ report had summarised the problems in the village which require remedial action to prevent further future flooding.  The report recommended that a full survey of all the dykes, ditches and watercourses be carried out – Mr Harrison undertook to explore this possibility but could not say whether it could be achieved.  Members and parishioners expressed their concerns about these long standing drainage issues and asked when the District Council would carry out the necessary work and enforce any individuals to carry out any riparian responsibilities? The officers advised that work is ongoing but financial resources are very limited.  Mr Harrison informed that within a year the County Council will be the lead authority for all flooding risk management. 


  Cllr Allsopp and a representative of the local press joined the meeting at approximately  
 

              6.45pm.

Any further residential development in Balderton must be strictly controlled in relation to the impact upon the existing drainage systems – this will be taken into account when the Parish Council imminently responds to the Core Strategy Options Report about future development in the area.  The Council has been including this objection for some months now on any planning application for new properties. 

Since the last floods in 2007 the District Council has been successful in drawing together the essential agencies i.e. Severn Trent, Environment Agency, County and District Councils and IDB to meet every two months to assess the problems and determine and prioritise future schemes of work.  Mr Harrison assured the meeting that Balderton’s problems would be referred to the next joint agencies meeting and he would feed back responses in approximately 6 weeks time.    

The officers were thanked for their information and attendance.  They left along with Cllr 
Brooks and one parishioner, and the meeting re-opened at approximately 7.00pm. 
APOLOGIES
were received from Cllrs Fletcher, Hind, Mrs Hoyes, Mrs Hurst, Hurst, and Mrs Walker.

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Allsopp, Mrs Brooks and Walker declared a personal interest to any issues relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  Cllr Walker also declared a personal interest to any issue relating to Nottinghamshire County Council.   Cllr Mrs Newstead declared a personal interest to both applications for financial assistance from the Citizens Advice Bureau and the Cage Bird Society (minute reference 3571).  
Cheques presented were signed and wages payments approved.

3570
Clerk/Chairman’s Update

A printed update of ongoing matters was circulated and noted.  The update is published 
with the minutes.  The following issues were discussed from the update:
1. Re Minute 3463.1 Masefield Crescent Drain   The District Council has met with the County Council on site. The County Council has agreed to investigate the possibility of installing a manhole over the London Road culvert to assist with the de-silting works required.  The District Council is looking to build another manhole between London Road and Masefield Crescent subject to obtaining landowner consent.  
2. Re Minute 3567i Employee Award   Members were disappointed that the necessary criteria cannot be met on this occasion because this year it focuses on staff involved specifically with environmental projects, but undertook to review the possibility next year’s awards. 
3571
Financial Assistance


Members gave consideration to written requests for financial assistance from:
a) Newark & District Citizen’s Advice Bureau towards their running costs.
b) Newark & District Cage Bird Society to help mark their Centenary year with a local Grand Show.   It was,


RECOMMENDED

that a grant of £400 be paid to the Citizen’s Advice Bureau






and a grant of £200 be paid to the Cage Bird Society. 

3572
Budget 2010/11 


Discussion was given to budgetary requirements for the next financial year, including 
new projects.  Committee running costs had been prepared and circulated prior to the 
meeting – these were approved.  The Amenities Committee has also given consideration to 
budget issues and determined the necessary running cost projects (it is considered necessary 
to re-roof the machinery store as urgent maintenance work during this financial year). 
Some discussion was given to keeping the precept at the same rate as this year by the use of 
Council reserves, or whether to make a small increase.  The precept amount must be 
determined by the end of the year and the issue will be decided at the committee meeting on
December 9th 2009.  The possibility of including the costs for a village CCTV system will 
also need to be decided after the issue has been discussed at the full Council meeting on 
November 4th 2009 following a scheduled presentation by the District Council. 

Discussion was also given to the possibility of highlighting the Council’s ability to 
make local grants under the ‘Free Resource’ in order that any applications could be 
considered together and the most appropriate recipients duly selected.  
3573
Interim Internal Audit 

Members were pleased to note that the Internal Auditor had completed an intermediate 
internal audit and had found no issues of concern on which to report. 


3574
Correspondence/Information


The following correspondence and information was noted:

a)  Notice of a meeting at Newark Town Hall on Thursday October 29th at 6.30pm about future local healthcare services.  Cllr Mrs Jarvis undertook to attend the meeting - some members had received the same presentation in their capacity as District Councillors.
b)  A copy of the Annual Policing Plan for 2009/10. 

c)  An invitation from the Balderton Branch of the Royal British Legion to the Armistice Remembrance Parade at St. Giles Church on Sunday November 8th 2009.  The Parade will muster in the Main Street Veterinary car park at 10.15am in readiness to commence the parade at 10.30am. 
d)  Information regarding opening the playing field on Christmas Day – legal advice quite strongly urges caution and recommends that the field is completely locked for at least one day a year.  Members considered that the historical practice of closing the field on this day should be upheld.   
e)  A letter of appreciation from the Town Mayor Cllr Mrs Rita Crowe following her attendance at the Chairman’s Civic Service on October 11th 2009. 

f)  Confirmation that the Council’s two bids have been received by the County Council for the Building Better Communities (BBC) fund.  The submitted projects are to hard surface and install lighting along footpath 11, and reinforcement work to the Lake banks. 

g)  Notice from the external auditors that extra audit costs have already been incurred to the Council for next year’s audit fees owing to a parishioner’s persistent questions. Members expressed their disquiet at this news. The Auditor has undertaken to advise the Council if costs increase materially over those already incurred.   
h)  An offer from the District Council for Planning Service Officers to attend a meeting to answer questions about the ‘Core Strategy Report’.  The closing date for consultation comments is December 7th 2009.  Members considered that this would be very useful and asked the Clerk to explore the possibility of Fernwood and Hawton parishes joining the same meeting to cut the number of meetings that the officers need to attend.
i)  Notice of approved works to an ash tree which is subject to a Preservation Order on land at Lacey Green/ Southfield.  
3575
Future Agenda Items


1.   Cllr Walker presented a cheque to the Council to the value of £500 towards cycle racks 


      for the Centre car park.  Members expressed their appreciation at the donation. 

2.   Cllr Mrs Jarvis: 

a) Asked when the young person’s project would be given further discussion and consideration? - this will be included on the next Amenities meeting agenda on December 2nd 2009.  

b) Informed that £200 had been donated to the local Multiple Sclerosis Society centre in Balderton from the collection taken at the Methodist Church during the Chairman’s Civic Service.  The organisation has sent a letter of appreciation for the donation.
3. Cllr Allsopp suggested that the Council has a Chairman’s nominated charity every year for collections or donations, including making donations in lieu of exchanging Christmas Cards.  
The meeting closed at approximately 7.30pm.
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