Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Village Centre on Wednesday April 29th 2009 at 6.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr Mrs Jarvis chairing the meeting, with thirteen residents, four non parish members of the public, a representative of the local press and the Clerk to the Council  

APOLOGIES
were accepted from Parish Councillors Allsopp, Brooks and Gibson. 
09/01
Minutes


The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on April 23rd 2008 were taken as read and          

            approved, having been previously approved and signed at a subsequent meeting of the 

Parish Council.   The following item was discussed from the minutes:
1. Re Minute 5a & 5b Village Centre   Ms R Clayton asked what progress had been made regarding the suggestion that the Council enters the ‘Green Flag Awards ’ for parks and open spaces.  The Clerk advised that initial enquiries had only recently been made – there is a financial cost to enter the awards and it is not known at this stage if the Council’s amenities meet the necessary criteria.  The matter will be given further consideration. 
 09/02
Parish Council Accounts


Copies of the Parish Council’s estimates for 2009/10, with copies of the unaudited 

accounts for 2008/09 were circulated and noted. 
09/03
Balderton Parochial Charity Account

A copy of the charity’s accounts were circulated and noted – the charity has a duty to present the accounts to the Parish and carries out this duty annually at the Annual Parish Meeting.  Mr Holland, Honorary Clerk to the Charity explained that the Charity considered each  application for financial help on its own merits. He had prepared a report outlining the charity’s history – this was circulated for all present to read.  Cllr Fletcher thanked Mr Holland for his information. 

09/04
Reports from Committee Chairmen


Cllr Hind, Chairman of the Amenities Committee gave a resume of the activities during the past year.  The Balderton Village Centre building continues to be well used for parties and a bi-monthly antique fair, in addition to regular weekly users.  He advised that the long running dispute with HM Revenue and Customs regarding claiming back the VAT element of the Centre project has been determined with a successful outcome.  Two new pieces of play equipment have been installed on the children’s play area and both are proving very popular. Littering of the playing field continues to be a constant problem. 
Cllr Mrs Jarvis, Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee outlined the grants that the Council has made to local organisations during the last year, including one to the District Council towards the cost of implementing the Designated Public Places Order for Balderton which should enable the Police to deal with problematic drinking related issues in the village. Appreciation was extended to the parishioners who regularly and voluntarily litter pick for the Council – three people in the Lakeside area and one in the Cemetery.  Cllr Mrs Jarvis expressed her gratitude to the Clerk and Deputy Clerk for their support during her year as Council Chairman, and also to the Council groundstaff who had worked so well particularly in their handling of the memorial safety tests in the Mount Road Cemetery.  Cllr Walker thanked the Chairman for her dedication and hard work as Chairman, and also to all the Council staff who work so hard for the authority. 
09/05
Questions Raised

The following questions/points were raised: 

1. Mr J Norman asked if the Council would consider installing either extra litter bins or a larger bin on the playing field as the single one is regularly full?  This request will be referred to the Amenities committee.

2. Cllr Mrs Hoyes asked if the Balderton Dog Watch Group is still operational?  Ms Clayton and Mr Norman advised that they are members of the Group and do still clear up after other people’s dogs.  The Dog Watch Group were thanked for their help in trying to police the field.  
 The meeting closed at approximately 7.10pm.
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