Balderton Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Village Centre on Wednesday April 28th 2010 at 6.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr Mrs Jarvis chairing the meeting, with twenty residents, two non parish members of the public, a representative of the local press, Head Groundsman Mr Brown, the Clerk and Deputy Clerk to the Council.  

APOLOGIES
were accepted from Parish Councillors Fetcher and Gibson, and residents 

Mr Hall and Mrs Clipsham.  Cllr Mrs Brooks had advised she would be late joining the meeting. 
10/01
Minutes


The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on April 29th 2009 were taken as read and          

            approved, having been previously approved and signed at a subsequent meeting of the 

Parish Council.   The following item was discussed from the minutes:
1. Re Minute 5a & 5b Village Centre   Ms R Clayton asked what progress had been made regarding the Council entering the ‘Green Flag Awards ’ for parks and open spaces.  The Clerk advised that a requirement of qualification is a substantial management plan which must be drawn up.  This will take up a considerable amount of administrative time.
 10/02
Parish Council Accounts


Copies of the Parish Council’s estimates for 2010/11, with copies of the unaudited 

accounts for 2009/10 were circulated and noted. 

Cllr Mrs Brooks joined the meeting.
10/03
Reports from Committee Chairmen


Cllr Allsopp, Chairman of the Amenities Committee gave a resume of the activities during the past year. The road has been installed into the Mount Road Cemetery extension area, and the existing roadway has been resurfaced.  New dog control orders have come into force across the District Council area – these include the specific ones requested by this Council to exclude dogs from the children’s play area on the playing field, and to keep dogs on leads at Lakeside and in the Mount Road Cemetery. 
Cllr Mrs Jarvis, Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee reported that some work had been carried out towards easing the village flooding problems - the District Council has mapped out all the watercourses and specified who is responsible for each course.  This has been carried out with the help of local drains expert Mr Bernard Gascoigne and Parish Council knowledge.   The Council has been successful in its bids to the County Council’s communities fund (now known as the Local Improvement Scheme) for a sum of money to re-enforce the banks at the Lake, pavement improvements to several roads in Balderton, and design fees to ascertain if the fund could provide a further hard surface play area on the playing field.   The Village Centre bookings are going very well – income increased from £19,000 in 2008/09 to over £30,000 in 2009/10.  A cycle track has been installed from Fernwood to London Road in Balderton.  Planning issues continue to be frustrating – of particular concern are the two developments at the end of Main Street which were allowed despite parish Council objections.  Cllrs Mrs Jarvis thanked the Councillors, groundstaff and Clerks for their support and hard work during this past year. 
10/04
Balderton Parochial Charity


Copies of the charity’s accounts were circulated and noted – the charity has a duty to present 


it’s accounts to the Parish and carries out this duty annually at the Annual Parish Meeting.  
Mr Holland informed that the Charity had taken advice from a Financial Advisor who 
suggested that the assets should be actively managed.  The previous investments had 
therefore been sold and re-invested as advised – this meant that the charity was presently 
unable to make any grants until the investments start to mature.  Cllr Allsopp asked why the 
charity had not just sold some of the investments to leave some funds that could have been 
used to make grants in the meantime.  Mr Holland replied that the charity considered that if 
its financial interests were being looked after by a financial advisor then it should take his 
advice.   Cllr Brooks publicly thanked Mr Holland for his hard work on behalf of the charity.  
10/05
Questions Raised

The following questions/points were raised: 

1. Mr Holland had put the following motion forward for discussion: “This Parish Meeting rejects the decision of the Parish Council to promise very large sums of ratepayer’s money   to the Church of England.  This meeting calls on the Council to withdraw its promise”.
Mr Holland requested that a vote be taken at the end of this debate, and that he be allowed to exercise his right to have the final say before the vote was taken.  Lengthy discussion took place with several people present expressing their concern at the Council’s promise of £20,000 towards refurbishing and improving the Church Hall. A vote was ultimately taken on the proposed motion, with fifteen votes for, three against and one abstention.  This issue will therefore be referred back to Council for reconsideration. 
2. Two lists of further questions were also circulated which had been submitted by parishioners who had tended their apologies for the meeting.  Mr Holland proposed that the only questions the meeting should be looking at were those that people at the meeting wanted to be raised – he suggested that those present review the questions and raise any that they wanted to.   This was voted on and carried unanimously.  Ms Clayton asked the Council to consider one of Mr Hall’s suggestions for a Council notice board on Main Street.  This will be referred to the Amenities Committee.  

3. Mrs Terri Westmoreland from Hope House School gave an update on the school’s progress

and the sometimes difficult process in children gaining access to the facility.   The Chairman thanked Mrs Westmoreland for her information. 
 The meeting closed at approximately 7.50pm.
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