
Brisbane Court 
 
Proposal: Installation of Picnic Benches and Planters in the Courtyard 
 
Date: May 2026 
 
Budget Available: £1,000 – funded from Cllr Sam Smith’s County Councillor 
Divisional Fund. 
 
1. Project Overview 

 
This proposal seeks to transform the underused paved courtyard into a welcoming 
community space by adding 4 wooden picnic benches and 4 matching wooden 
planters. The layout features horizontal benches evenly spaced for accessibility, with 
one planter positioned directly alongside each bench. This creates functional seating 
areas with integrated greenery while keeping the central space open for movement 
and events. 
 
Visualisation of indicative layout: 
 

 
 
2. Items Included 

 
•  2 × MG Timber Products - Heavy Duty Wooden Picnic Table / Bench, 5FT Pub Bench 

(pressure-treated Swedish Redwood, natural wood finish, A-frame design with 
attached benches and parasol hole). 
 
•  4 × Large Tall Wooden Planter Herb Box Patio Trough Plant Flower Pot Heavy 
Duty READY MADE (or similar) 110L Rectangular Wooden Trough Planters (approx. 
90cm long × 23cm wide × 40cm high, natural brown wood finish to match benches). 

https://www.diy.com/departments/mg-timber-products-heavy-duty-wooden-picnic-table-bench-5ft-pub-bench/7426844763476_BQ.prd?&&&&gclid=469c84f46c521afdfc80eeff46b4522f&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=469c84f46c521afdfc80eeff46b4522f
https://www.diy.com/departments/large-tall-wooden-planter-herb-box-patio-trough-plant-flower-pot-heavy-duty-ready-made/5060863620918_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/large-tall-wooden-planter-herb-box-patio-trough-plant-flower-pot-heavy-duty-ready-made/5060863620918_BQ.prd


•  Planting Scheme (per planter) Low-maintenance, hardy, year-round interest mix 

suitable for full sun and UK climate: 
 

- Lavender – Fragrant flowers, attracts pollinators, 
drought-tolerant. 
 

- Heuchera (Coral Bells) – Vibrant purple/red or green 
foliage for evergreen colour. 

 
- Geraniums - low-maintenance flowering plants 

popular for brightening gardens and containers from 
spring to autumn. 

 
- Ornamental Grasses – Adds texture, movement, and 

structure. Each planter will be fully planted with 4–6 

established pots for an immediate lush, colourful 
effect. 

3. Benefits 
 

• Creates inviting seating for residents, families, and visitors. 
• Enhances biodiversity and aesthetics with attractive, low-maintenance planting. 
• Improves community pride and usability of the public space. 
• Durable, weather-resistant materials suitable for shared outdoor use. 
• Minimal ongoing maintenance (occasional watering, annual trim/mulch provided 

by the parish council). 
 

4. Cost Breakdown (B&Q UK Prices, May 2026) 
 
• MG Timber Products - Heavy Duty Wooden Picnic Table: 2 units × £300 = £600 

 
• Large Tall Wooden Planter Herb Box Patio Trough Plant Flower Pot Heavy Duty 

READY MADE: 4 units × £55.99 = £224 
 

• Plants (Lavender, Heuchera, Geranium, Grasses – 3-4 per planter, total 12-16 
pots): £170 

 
• Collection from Newark B&Q 
 
Total estimated cost: £1000 to be paid to the Parish Council by Cllr Sam Smith 
from his Councillor Divisional Fund. 
 

5. Next Steps & Recommendation 
 

This is a high-impact, low-maintenance project that will deliver immediate benefits to 
the community. I recommend approving the purchase and installation for 
Spring/Summer 2026, with the installation and on-going maintenance kindly carried 
out by the Parish Council.  
 

*CCTV to be added to the lamp columns, paid for and maintained by the land 
management company. Defib to be fitted outside the laundrette, which Cllr Smith is 
organising separately through a grant application to the British Heart Foundation. 


