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Purchase of Water Bowser for Grounds Maintenance Operations 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To seek approval for the purchase of a water bowser from the Council’s preferred grounds 
equipment supplier. 
 
Background 
 
The Council’s grounds maintenance team is responsible for maintaining planted areas, sports 
pitches, young trees and other landscaped assets throughout the parish. During periods of dry 
weather, the efficient watering of these assets is essential to protect the Council’s investment 
in public spaces and maintain the appearance of the local environment. 
 
Provision for the purchase of a water bowser was included within the approved current year 
budget as part of the Council’s long-term investment in grounds maintenance equipment and 
operational resilience. 
 
At present, watering operations are limited by existing equipment capacity and operational 
efficiency. A dedicated water bowser would significantly improve the Council’s ability to 
undertake routine watering duties safely, efficiently and in a timely manner. 
 
Operational Benefits 
 
The purchase of a water bowser would provide the following benefits: 
• Improved efficiency for watering operations across multiple sites including sports pitches 
• Reduced staff time spent refilling smaller containers and transporting water  
• Better protection of any seasonal planting, trees and landscaped areas during periods of 

drought  
• Enhanced presentation of public spaces and amenities  
• Greater operational resilience during increasingly frequent warm weather conditions 
 
Proposed Purchase  
 
New SCH HBU900 ATE Road Legal Towable Water Bowser Fitted with a Honda Petrol Engine 
- £5,650.00 + VAT 
 
Procurement Considerations 
 
The proposed purchase is from the Council’s preferred local grounds equipment supplier, who 
has previously provided reliable service, maintenance support and compatible equipment for 
the Council’s operational needs. Using an established supplier offers continuity, access to 
after-sales support and confidence in the suitability of the equipment. 
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It is contrary to the Council’s current Financial Regulations which state:  
 
5.5 (3rd bullet point) For contracts greater than £3,000 excluding VAT the Clerk shall seek at 
least 3 fixed price quotes;  
 
but the Financial Regulations are due to be reviewed during this coming financial year, and the 
Council could consider whether current financial thresholds are appropriate given the backdrop 
of prices increases because of the volatile nature of the global economy. Any increase to this 
threshold is not a legislative condition provided it does not exceed wider thresholds set by 
Government.  
 
The Head Groundsman has confidence in the professional nature of this business relationship 
with the supplier and that value for money has been obtained.  
 
Financial Implications 
Provision for the purchase has been included within the approved grounds maintenance 
budget and can therefore be met without additional budgetary pressure, subject to Council 
approval. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council approves the purchase of a water bowser from its preferred grounds equipment 
supplier up to the provision made in the budget which includes an element of contingency.  
 


