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Balderton Annual Parish Meeting  

Minutes of the meeting held on March 16th, 2025, at 6pm at Balderton Village Centre 
 
 
PRESENT Residents of Balderton: 15 
 Attendees not from Balderton: 1 
 Councillors: Bracegirdle, Bright, Buxton (Chair), Callingham, Cox, Elson, 

Fairbairn, Rutkowska, Sellars  
Representatives from Grow Balderton and Lovell Homes  
Staff: Marion Fox Goddard (Parish Clerk)  

 
 
1. Welcome  

Councillor Buxton opened the meeting. 
 
2. Meeting recording 

The Clerk recorded the meeting. 
 
3. Apologies received 

Councillors: Forde, Hall, Mallard, Moore, Marshall, Scott.  
 
4. Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on April 17th, 2024 

Councillor Buxton asked if everyone was happy with the minutes. They were approved as 
an accurate record. (Proposed: Councillor Mallard, Seconded: Councillor Sellars). The 
minutes were signed by Councillor Buxton after the meeting. 

 
5. Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on May 4th, 2022 

The minutes were approved as an accurate record. (Proposed: Councillor Sellars, 
Seconded: Councillor Callingham). The minutes were signed by Councillor Buxton after the 
meeting. 

 
 
6. Annual Report from the Chair – Councillor Buxton 

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen, fellow Councillors, and staff. Thank you all for 
coming and I really appreciate, so many of you taking the time to join us here tonight.  
I also wish to welcome Lovells to Balderton, who are developing the initial phase of the 
Flowserve site and Miles from the Grow Balderton community allotment on Lowfield Lane, 
who are here to answer any queries you may have about their work and how it may impact 
in our Parish. 
 
I appreciate it is the residents’ meeting and there will be plenty of opportunity to ask 
questions. All Councillors are available to chat informally tonight and answer any queries. 
 
At this point Parish Councillors Vanessa Bracegirdle, Ronalie Bright, Karen Callingham, 
Martyn Cox, Mandie Elson, Roy Fairbairn, Anna Rutkowska and Joy Sellars stood up and 
introduced themselves.  
 
I wish to thank the staff for all their hard work and support, during our second action packed 
year…I thought we may have settled down a little but unfortunately, we have still retained 
our enthusiasm and still want everything at once! For Marion and Jim, we are a nightmare! 



 

Page 2 

 

 
Thanks to all our volunteer litter pickers, who go out come rain or shine to make Balderton a 
better place…. please let us know if you do litter pick, which area, so that we do not 
duplicate. Thank all the other volunteers, boys brigade, guides, scouts, dementia groups, 
U3A, Methodist and St Giles Church, you are all the life blood of this community. 
 
A few highlights 
Community involvement – We have introduced Community Liaison Events at Balderton 
Village Centre – in July we hosted an event on the playing field, with agencies such as the 
police, local community groups, Foodbank, Salvation Army, and other local organisations to 
engage with residents. N&SDC dog wardens joined us. Since then, several Councillors 
have taken the opportunity, to go out with our  Neighbourhood Police, to gain further insight 
as to the challenges they face daily. At the end of January, we held a craft fair and invited 
local community to join us; the Police are regular attendees at our events and are very 
supportive. Councillors provided tea, coffee, and cake. A few weeks ago, we held a 
community litter pick, which was well attended-encouraging local families to join us and 
collected many bags of rubbish. 
 
As part of the Safer Streets 5 initiative, a Water Safety Day was organised for September 
at the Lake. Unfortunately, the weather rained off the event but with a little last-minute re-
organisation and thanks to the co-operation of Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service 
and Nottinghamshire Police, it was possible to instead to take the Agencies into school. 
And you will all have seen the fantastic artwork on your way in- complete with our own red 
tractor. 
 
Update on the Village Trail, ..it’s a shame that Councillor Simon Forde can’t be with us 
tonight, to tell us all about his trail, which is currently being installed….think most of the 
benches are in and awaiting lecterns….the positioning of the benches will then make more 
sense…well done Simon and all achieved with money that would have previously gone to 
Brussels. We are hoping to hold an official launch event later in the year. 
 
Forthcoming events: discussions are ongoing around a VE Day celebration for veterans, 
with Newark Patriotic Fund. The VE flag has been ordered, and we encourage all residents, 
to fly the flag on 8th May. 
 
We were made aware a few weeks ago, NSDC have been awarded £20 million as part of 
the Governments ‘Plan for Neighbourhoods scheme’, to help drive growth, encourage 
thriving places and stronger communities. We await to hear what Balderton involvement will 
be and the next steps. 
 
So, to close: I reiterate what I have said previously, what we are trying to achieve, is to put 
down good foundations to build on, by being open and transparent, finding better ways to 
communicate with residents - the website, newsletter, Facebook, and face to face events. 
In the last year Councillors have delivered 3 newsletters, which is 15,000 copies. We are 
still learning…it is your community, please get in touch or chat with any of us. We do not 
have all the answers, but we are listening and thank you again for joining us tonight. 
 
 
 

7. Annual Reports from Committee Chairs 
a. Councillor Elson delivered a report on behalf of the Amenities Committee: 

 
Amenities have been busy again this year delivering a whole load of actions for the 
community of Balderton parish.  
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Our Allotment site at Glebe Park has been cleaned and tidied up and we have built 
bays for the waste, reviewed the allotment holder agreement, improved signage at the 
site and cleared vacant plots in readiness for new allotment holders.  
 
Balderton Lake has had new signage put up around for the public to adhere to as well 
as new bins and rescue equipment to keep users safe from harm. All of which have 
been funded by the safer streets 5 funding. New fencing has also been put up around 
Heron Way car park. We are working with Grove angling club to form strong 
relationship between the club and BPC.  
 
Balderton Village Centre has had new LED lighting fitted, we have reviewed the 
pricing for hirers, which in turn has seen a significant increase in usage for the benefit of 
the local community. The fire risk assessment has also been updated, and we are 
continuing to assess and improve facilities in our buildings.  
 

Balderton Cemetery  - We are continuing to maintain this site to the highest standard 
and have reintroduced Memorial inspections and looking at the best possible ways to 
deal with waste from the cemetery and other sites which has led to us purchasing a 
Shredder to help with this task.  
 
Coronation Street Playing Field -  
Through the Safer Streets 5 external funding we have successfully installed a youth pod 
and several new benches and bins and have worked with NSDC and Nottinghamshire 
Police to review the CCTV in this area.  
 
Litter/Dog fouling - This is always an ongoing battle, and we are looking at ways to 
improve both. Dog bins are being inspected every 6 months with regards to their 
condition and budgets allowing we will replace these on an ongoing basis. With regards 
to litter picking the ideal scenario would be for everyone to take their litter home and 
dispose of it sensible and/or actually put it in the bins that we have provided. We are 
working closely with local organisations to arrange regular litter picks, and we 
encourage residents to join in to help keep our parish tidy, clean and litter free.  
 
St Giles Closed Churchyard - We endeavour to continue to keep this area maintained 
to a high standard and we are in the process of conducting a wall safety review and will 
action accordingly. We have also conducted Memorial safety inspections at this site too.  
 
Safer Streets Project  -  
Funding for this project was given to help reduce antisocial behaviour in our parish and 
we are working closely with NSDC and Nottinghamshire Police to tackle this issue. The 
youth pod, benches, improved CCTV, signage around the Lake, lighting, water safety 
day and engagement sessions and an introduction of a neighbourhood watch scheme 
all helped to tackle antisocial behaviour within our parish and have been possible to 
implement with the external funding of Safer Streets.  
 
Finally, our Health and safety policies have been reviewed and have been amended 
accordingly to maintain safety on all our sites.  
 
Hopefully, our residents can see that we are working to improve our parish on many 
levels to keep it safe and functional for all to use and we encourage our residents to 
attend our meetings and continuing informing us of any areas that need attention. 
 
 

b. Councillor Sellars delivered a report on behalf of the Allotment Sub Committee: 
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The signage and notice board have been upgraded at Glebe Park Allotments. Those of you

 who have read the latest newsletter will have seen our youngest allotment holder, Jake.  
 
Joy also introduced  Miles Harrowman from the Community Allotment Project on Lowfield 
Lane. 

 
c. Councillor Buxton delivered Councillor Hall’s report on behalf of the Planning 

Committee:  
 

There were two noteworthy sites to highlight for objection during the last year. 
 
In October 2024, Balderton Parish Council objected to the following: 
 
24/01672/RMAM - Reserved matters application relating to appearance, landscaping, 
layout and scale for 430 dwellings with associated wider infrastructure - Land at Fernwood 
South Claypole Lane Fernwood –  This application was unanimously objected to due to 
density of housing, lack of green spaces, lack of parking, noise, knock on effects for 
Balderton from the highways issues that this development could cause during construction 
and after. 
 
In June 2024, Balderton Parish Council objected to the following: 
 
22/02375/FULM - Demolition of existing cottage. Residential development of 151 new 
dwellings and creation of new accesses - Land adjacent Hayside Cottage, Lowfield 
Lane, Balderton. The committee objected to this application (4 Against, 0 For, 1 abstained 
(Cllr Hall due to her declaration of interest)). Reasons included impact on nature 
conservation, effect on trees, traffic generation, lack physical infrastructure (for surface 
water drainage leading to flooding), M PC24/8 C. education provision, effect on cemetery, 
the combined impact of all planned development in the area. 
 
On Monday 11th November,  I,  as ward member and Cllr Jane Buxton, Balderton Parish 
Council, spoke at N&SDC and objected to the application.  
 
Extract from BPC Chair’s speech 11th Nov 2024 

‘All this development has already put an increased demand on the local 
infrastructure; School places and healthcare are already at a premium. The 
additional resource required to support this site is in excess of £1.6m- a value that 
draws attention to just how much additional resource is required, as the current 
infrastructure will not cope’. 
 

As District Ward member, I also objected to the application, on sewage and flooding, lack 
of amenities, loss of green spaces, increased pressure on local schools, transport links 
and healthcare.’ 

 
Also at the meeting, Cllr REDACTED spoke as a neighbouring ward member and stated he 
was in fact neutral. He raised the following points: 
Lack of social housing, unable to reinforce double yellow lines on Lowfield Lane and 
parking spaces not next to houses. 
 
As Nottinghamshire County Councillor for Balderton Division, Councillor REDACTED chose 
not to reference any of the following correspondence. 
 

Sarah Hancock Principal Officer – Highway Development Control 21st June 2024  
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Highway Authority OBJECT to the development as currently presented on the 
grounds of highway safety.  
 
Kathryn Haley Principal Planning Officer Nottinghamshire County Council Policy  
Impact on Libraries, schools, special educational needs, and bus services. 
 
Ross Marshall Principal Flood Risk Management Officer 
Quote- No part of the development hereby approved shall commence until a detailed 
surface water drainage scheme has been submitted... 
 
NHS Integrated care board - quote 
All practices in the area are working at capacity and therefore in order to make this 
development acceptable from a health perspective the infrastructure will need to be 
developed to accommodate the increased population 

 
In addition, I wish to point out the other opportunities, there were for elected Councillors to 
object to this site. 
 
2013  Lowfield Lane, allocated as part of targets set by Government. 
 
May 2015 Cllr REDACTED elected to NSDC, no mention of Lowfield Lane objection. 
Oct 2015 Consultation opportunity, no mention of Lowfield Lane objection. 
Jan 2017 Consultation opportunity, no mention of Lowfield Lane objection. 
2018  NSDC purchased the site, no mention of Lowfield Lane objection. 
May 2019 Cllr REDACTED re-elected to NSDC, no mention of Lowfield Lane objection. 
July 2019 Consultation opportunity, no mention of Lowfield Lane objection. 
July 2021 Consultation opportunity, no mention of Lowfield Lane objection. 
June 2019-May 2022 Cllr REDACTED joined Local Development Task group, no mention 
of any Lowfield Lane objections. 
Nov 2022  Consultation opportunity, no mentions of Lowfield Lane objection. 
May 2023 Cllr REDACTED re-elected to NSDC, no mention of Lowfield Lane objection. 
Dec 2023 Consultation opportunity, no mentions of Lowfield Lane objection. 
 
Since this land was allocated in 2013, there have been at least, 10 missed opportunities, to 
raise objections – in all this time, Cllr REDACTED remained silent and did nothing. 
 
As Cllr REDACTED is well aware, the fate of this site was sealed many years prior to the 
election in May 2023. 
 
Cllr Forde and I have worked with NSDC, for a reduction in the number of properties and 
other amendments to the site. 
 
I am proud to represent this community and will endeavour to press for better  for better 
outcomes for these sites. 

 
8. Items received from Balderton Parishioners/Electors prior to the meeting  

Des Kay, from Lowfield Lane, explained that he is passionate about wildlife and preserving 
green space. He had questions for Balderton Parish Council: 

i. Where will the replacement be for the 4 hectares which will be lost due to the 
Lowfield Lane development? Will the parish council support this being in redeployed 
in Balderton? Will the parish council ask the question? 

ii. It is great there will be a £20 million development boost for Newark and Balderton, 
will this lead to more loss of green space and wildlife areas in Balderton? Asks that 
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Balderton Parish Council ensures that does not happen as Balderton Parish is the 
most deficient in green space of the whole of our district. 

iii. Sewer flooding has been experienced down Lowfield Lane, largely due to the 
hydraulic overload at the Balderton Sewerage Works. Given that they cannot cope 
with much more flow, what is the attitude of Balderton Parish Council regarding 
suspending further development which is scheduled under current planning or future 
planning applications. Would the parish council factor that in? 

 
Jane Buxton and the Clerk explained that the parish council has provided a list of council owned 
green spaces in Balderton to N&SDC, the parish council is a consultee and planning authority 
make decisions on whether planning permission can be granted. The clerk suggested that the 
questions that Des asked be added to a future Balderton Parish Council full council agenda so the 
council can discuss whether to write to N&SDC regarding these matters. 
 
 

10.  Open Forum for Balderton Residents/Electors (item was discussed prior to item 9) 
A resident raised concerns about Holly bushes being put on Mead Way park and the potential 
risk this leads to for children and dogs. The resident also raised an issue of children playing 
football behind her home due to it being ‘no ball games’ at Mead Way park. The resident has 
raised the issues with N&SDC. 
 
The question was asked why there are ‘no ball games’ are there. Cllr Mallard suggested that this 
may be due to road safety reasons. 
 
A question was asked if we go into schools to raise awareness of litter issues. Cllr Buxton 
explained that Balderton Parish Council does not do this, but she understands N&SDC do, and 
the parish council can look at linking in with them. 
 
Miles Harrowman explained that they have half an acre of land on a 7-year lease which is 
currently being prepared by community use as a community garden. This has benefits for 
physical and mental health and Miles is reaching out to local residents to help shape this project. 
Residents were asked to contact Miles via Balderton Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Fairbairn suggested we should maximise the usage of the green spaces in Balderton. He 
suggested an all-weather path around the perimeter of Coronation Street Park with benefits to 
joggers, disabled access, sports providers. Also having wildflowers up to the boundaries. Three 
residents agreed that this would be a good idea, and it was agreed should the council decide to 
consider this, a consultation would be necessary.  
 

9. Report from Balderton Parochial Trust 
Louise Tetlaw, Clerk to Balderton Parochial Trust, explained that the charity supports needy 
people in Balderton. It has been used to help people with school uniform, white goods, hospital 
visiting costs etc. The Parish Clerk offered to add an advert to the next parish council newsletter to 
help increase awareness. (Poor, needy, distressed of Balderton – trustees to consider requests). 

 
 
 
The meeting closed at 6.55pm with Councillor Buxton thanking everyone for coming and inviting 
everyone to stay and talk to councillors and view Lovell’s plans. 

 
 
 
 


