Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be complated by Local Councils, Internal Rrainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
+ where the higher of gross income or gross axpenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed

£15 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or dgross expenditure was £25,000

or lass but that;

* are unable o certify themselves as exempt {fee payable); or

+ have requestad a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that sither recelvad gross Income or ncurred gross sxpenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountablfity Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Fractices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountabliity Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 fo 6
* The Annual Intérnal Audit Repoit must be completed by the acthority's internal auditor.

* Sections 1 and 2 must be completsd and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be retumed to the authorlty.

3. The authority must approve Section 4, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 20286,

4. An authority with either gross Ingome or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify ftself as exempt, or Is
requesting & limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT: .

* the Annual Governance and Accountahility Return Sections 1 and 2, fogether with

» a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2028

» an explanation of any significant year on year varfances in the accounting statements
» nofification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

« Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 _
Unless requested, do not send any additional decuments to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

~ ask for any additional documents needad, :

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinien, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 ~ External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returnad to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:
Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:
* Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declacation that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;
* Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4
* Section 2 - Acceunting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5
Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:
* Notice of conclusian of audit
+ Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
* Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. it
Is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potentlal confusion by local electors and interssted
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Repott, page 3.

The Annuel Governance snd Accountabllity Return constitutes the annual return referred 1o in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,

~Thiipugfiou; the werds ‘axteinat auditor’ have the sarne meaning ds i words Yocal auditor' in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,
“for & complete ist of bodfas that may be smailer authoritles refer fo dehedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountahility Act 2014,
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accouniability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

« The authority must comply with Proper Practicss in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices ars found in the Practitioners’ Guids® which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-and and the subsequent work by the external auditor,

» Make sure that the AGAR Is complete {no highlightsd boxes left empty) and Is propetly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly Initialled.

+ The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts. :

+ Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post {not both) no later than 30 June 2026

* The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must he approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2} and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even whers approved on the same day.

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this ordar; conslder, approve and sign the accounts.

» The RFQ is raquired to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 werking days for
inspection ( thls excludes weekends and public halidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

* You must Inform your external auditor about any change of Glark, Responslble Financlal Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers,

+ Make sure that the copy of the bank reconclliation to be sant to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank recondiliation to Box 8 on the accoufting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference hetween Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide®.

* Explain fully significant varlances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do net Just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

* Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work Is required.

+ Make sure that the accounting stalements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previols vear
{Box 7 of 2025} equals the balance brought farward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

* The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludss
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

» The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2,
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026 : '

‘No” answers maan you-may not have met requiretients

Completion checklist -

Alf section Have all highfight boxes have baan completed?

Has all addltionai information requested, Including the dates set for the period
for the exaralse of public rights, besn provided for tha external aucditor?

‘| Internal Audit Report | Have allhighlightedboxes been comptated bythe intemal auditor and explanations provided?

Sectior 1 For any statement to which the response Is no’, has an explanation been published? i

Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements befora
presentation ta the authority for approval?

Mas the authorlty's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the slgnature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?
Has the bank reconclllation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 89

v

-
v
v
M
Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? v

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds ~ have all disclosuras been mads if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust agcounting statements unless requested.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Jiinww baldertonparishoouricll gov, dk/

W : »

During the financial year ended 31 March 2028, this authority's Internal suditor acting Indegendently and on the
basls of an assessment of risk, carled out 4 selective assessmant of compliance with the relevant prosedures and
oontréls In oparatlon end obtalned appropriate evidence from the authorty, ' '

The Internal audit for 2026/26 has been carred out in accordance with this authorlty’s needs and planned coverage,
Un the basis of the findings In the areas examined, the fritemal audit conclusions are summatlsed In this table, Set
out below are the objactives of Intarnal control and alongslde are the Internal audit conclusions on whether, ln gl
significant respects, the contro! objectives were belng achieved throughout the financlel year to a standard adequate
to meel the needs of this authority, ‘

Internal control objective S _
A, ppmpr!ate auntfng recotds have baen proparly kept throughut the financial yar. '
B. This autharity complled with its finanelal regulations, payments were supported by ihvolcas, alf

axpanditure was approved and VAT was appropriately scoountad for,

G, This authorlly assesssd tha significant isks te achlaving lts vblectives and reviewed tha adequacy
of arrangements lo manags these, :

D. The precapt or rates requlrement resulted from an adequate hutlgetary process; progress against
the budgy et was rsgularly monitored, and reserves wars approptista,

E. Expected incoma was fully received, based an corract prices, properly recorded and pramptly
hanked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for,

F, Gash payments were properly supported by recelpts, alf cash sxpenditure was appravad and
VAT appropriately accounted for,

4. Sataries to emplayases and allowanoes to members wars paid In atcordancs with this authorlty's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly nppied,

H, Assef and Investments registers were complata and aceurate and properly maintained.
L _Periodls bank ascount reconciifations wers properly carried out during the year,

. Accoutting statements prepared during the year were pragared on the correct accounting basis {racelpts
and paymenls or income and expendliurs), agreod to the cash book, suppored by an adequate audit
irafl fram undarlying records and whers aparopriate debiors and crediters were properly recordad,

K. If the authorlty eerlified lelf as exernpt from & Nmited assurance reviow In.2024/25, It met the
exemption criterfa and correcily declarad itself exempt, (If the authority had a limited assurance
review of ifs 2024/25 AGAR tick "nof coverad”) ' '

L. The autharlty published the required formation on a wabsiie/wehpage up to dats at the time of the
Internaf audlt in accordance with the relevant laglslation,

N, In the year coverad by this AGAR, the authorlty correctly provided for a perlad for the exercise of
public rights & required by the Acceunts and Audit Regulations (churing the 2025/26 AGAR perlod,
wers public rights in refetion to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by & nolice on the wabsita and/or
authorffy approved minutes confirming the dates sel),

N. The authorlty has cerplied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR
{sa6 AGAR Page 1 Guldance Notes),

O. The authorlly has complled with laws, regulations & proper pragticas ralating to digital and data
campflance.

P. {For logal councils cnly)
Trust finds (ineluding cheritable) — The councll met its respensibiitios as a truatos.

For any ofher risk areas |dentified by this-authority adequate controls existed (st any other risk areas on separate shogts if neadad),

Date(s) Internal audlt undartaken Name of parson who carried out the internal audlt
S4B . e gDoherty- Offce Elfe Limied
Signature of person who W k . _ , s

carried aut the internal audit _ Date - 23/05/2028

“if the ‘re'sporjlse is 'no" please state the impricatioﬁs and action being taken'to address any weakness [n control [dantifiad (add
sepafate sheats ifneedsd), - - ‘ } .
Nota: If the response s 'not covered’ please state when the most recant Internal audit werk was done in this area and when I s next plannad; ar,
if coverage 15 Mot required, the annuat internal audit report must explain why not (add saparate sheets if needed),
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Section 1 ~ Annual Governance Statement 2025/28

We acknowledge as the members of;

. ] w e

our responsibility for ansuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 20286, that;

1, We have put In plage arrangements for effeptive financfal
managament during the year, and for the preparetion of
tha aesounting statements,

2. We malntalned an adequate system of internal sontrol

including measuras desighed o prevent and deteot fraud
and sorruation and reviewed its effeciiveness,

8. We have assured ourselves that thero are no matisrs
of aotual ar potential nan-compliance with laws,
regulations and Propar Practices that could have e
slgnifleant financial effact on the abllily of this
authorlty to conduct its business or manage ita
finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity durlng the year for
the exerclse of elsclors' righls In accordance with the
raquirements of the Accounts aind Audit Regulations.

5. We carriad aut an assessment of the risks fasing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, Including the introducton of internal controls and/or
sxtarnal nsurance cover whare required,

8. We maintained throughout the vear an adequats and
effective systam of internal audit of the accounting
records snd confrol systems.

7. We took apprapriate action on all mattars ralgac
in repotts from intemal and extainal audit.

Cd ¥

preparad s accounting steternents it accordance
with the Agcounis and Audlt Raguiations.

made proper arrangements and accepted rasponsibilty
for safeguarding the public menay and resourcos in
its charge,

A has only done what it has the legal power to do and hag

complled with Proper Practices In doing so.

durlng the year gave all parsons inferested the apportunity to
Inspeot and ask questions about this authonty's accounss.

considered and documantad the Bnanclal and other risks I
facas and dealf with them properly.

arranged for ¢ compatent person, Indegendent of the financia/
controfs and procedures, o give an objective view on whether
Infarnal controls meet the neacdle of this smalfer authonty,

A responded to matfors brought to fts gttantfon by Inferal and

axtornal audlf.

8. Wa conaidarad whether any litigation, llablities or
commitmants, everts or fransactions, ocourring elther
during or after the year-and, have & financlal Jmpact on
this autharity and, where appropriate, have Insluded them [
in the accounting statemants.

9, (For local eounails anly} Trust funds including o
charitakle, In our capacily as the sole managing
trustee we digcharged our dccountability
respansibilities for the fund{sassets, incloding
financial reporting and, If required; indspendent
examination or audit, '

10, We have put In place airangements for the effactive IT
and data management [n accordance with propar
praclices during tha year under review.

A discfosad everything it should have about its businass activity

during the year Including svents laking place after the year
end if relevant.

has mef alf of its respansibifities whars, as a body
corporate, I Is a sole managing trustse of 8 local
W lrust or trusts,

has rmade sultable arrangements for its IT and data
managemant and has complled with proper practices ln
doing so. :

*Pleass provide sxplanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each “No’ response and describs

how the autherity will address the weaknesses Identified. These sheats must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved ata
meating of the authority on:

and recorded as minute’referdnce:

Chalr

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval wag given:
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

" Yearending -
31 March
2025 2026
2 f : s
1. Balances brought
forward

31 March*

Notes and guidance

‘Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blani and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures -
must agree to underlying financial records.

Tofal balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year,

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
| received or recelvable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

| Tofal income or recelpts as recorded in the cashbook less
| the pracept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
-| grants received,

4. (-) Staff costs

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
‘| of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,

i employers Ni contributions, employers pension

‘| contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital
repayments

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
| made during the year on the autharity’s borrowings (if any),

6. (-) All other payments

| Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and ioan interest/capital
repayments (fine 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
forward

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total vaiue of cash and
short term investments

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term Investments held as at 31 March —
To agree with bank reconcifiation.

9, Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

The value of all the praperty the authority owns — it is made
up of all its fixad assets and long term investments as af
31 March,

10. Total borrowings

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of alf loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

For Loeal Councils 'omy

11 Do the figures in  the
accounting  statements  above
exclude any trust transactions?

For guidance refer to the Practitioners’ Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

6‘3 JBE G ..
| cettify that for the year ended 31 March{2D26 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountahility for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide te Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsiblg Financial Officer before being
presented to the authgrity for approval,

E Dt

Date . D3/06/2026 - - - -

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute

-" Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

Statements were approved
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Section 3 ~ External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibliity as auditors to complete @ fimited assurance review Is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with Intsmational
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and herice it does not provide the serne fevel of assurance that such an auidit would,
The UK Govemmeant has determined that a lower level of agsurance than that provided by a full statutory audit Is appopriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending,

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemence and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as Issued by the NAQ on behalf of the
Gomptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 Is available from the NAQ website —
httpa:/iwww.nao.org.uk/codse-audit-practice/guidancs-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authorlty is respensible for ensuring that its financlal management is adequate and effectlve and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authorlty preparas an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

« gummarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and :
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and resporsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26

[ {Excapt for the matters reporiad below)* on tha basis of aur review of Sections 1 and 2 of te Annual Governance and Accountablity Return, In
Sur apinion the informatian In Sectlons 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Acoouniability Returr: Is Jn accerdance with Proper Practices and
nc other maliers have come to our attentlon giving causs for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been et

|(*delets as approptiate)

{oontinus on a separate shest If reguirad)

Other msttars not affaciing our oplinfon which wa draw to the attention of the autharity:

{cuntinue an a separate sheel if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26 . \

We certify/da not cerlify™ that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annuat Govemnance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our respansibilities under the Local Audit and Accountabllity Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

FWe do not cerlly completion because;

Extetnal Auditor Nama

External Auditor Signature i e T D L T b Date
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