Balderton Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 20 May 2026 at 7pm
in the large hall of Balderton Village Centre, Coronation Street, Balderton, NG24 3BD

Attendees:

Balderton Parish Councillors: Vanessa Bracegirdle, Jane Buxton (Chair), Karen Callingham,
Martyn Cox, Mandie Elson, Roy Fairbairn, Jakub Hague, James Hague, Jean Hall, Leigh Marshall,
Debbie Moore, Anna Rutkowska, Dean Scott, and Joy Sellars

District Councillors: Simon Forde & Kay Smith

Officer Support: Interim/Locum Parish Clerk, Sharon Pyke

Public: 2

Meeting agenda pack with reports can be found on our website:
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk Blue underlined text indicates hyperlinks in this document

take online readers to relevant information online.

1.

a)
b)
c)

a)

b)

Election of Chairman

Nominations were received for Councillor Buxton who was duly elected as Chairman
Councillor Buxton signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Councillor Buxton thanked Councillors for re-electing her. Councillor Buxton acknowledged
Councillors’ support over the past year and for their hard work within their community. The
Chairman extended her gratitude to staff past and present. Along with an acknowledgement
that there is significant work ahead with priorities identified as improvements to the Village
Centre, the long term ecological and environmental conservation of the lake and upgrades to
several of the Council’s assets. Councillor Buxton invited Council to remain committed and to
continue to work collaboratively to promote this parish, as a vibrant and welcoming place to live
for all our residents.

The Chair also welcomed those present. A reminder was given that the meeting would be
recorded in support of minute taking.

Election of Vice Chairman

Nominations were received for Councillors Elson and James Hague. Councillor James Hague
was voted in as Vice Chairman

Councillor signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office
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4,

Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bright

Interests

a) Councillor Hall declared a general interest as they also serve as a District Councillor
b) Councillors were reminded to review their Register of Member’s Interest form

Public Forum

A Lowfield resident provided an update on the disturbances being experienced as part of the
housing development in the immediate area. Lorries are parking up overnight, excavating
works is underway which has included the felling of trees, National Grid brought in a
generator earlier in the day than is authorised and the builders are playing loud music across
their extended day. The combination of such disturbances is interfering with the freedoms of
living in your own home such as enjoying your garden or having peace and quiet for your
young children to sleep. The resident also raised concerns about the surfacing materials
being used as part of surface of path 13. She had picked up some stray pieces and disposed
of them in her bin but now understands that these materials may require specialist disposal.

County and District Councillors’ Reports
County Councillor Smith sent his apologies as he was attending another meeting

District Councillor Kay Smith offered her congratulations to Councillors Buxton and James
Hague. The Local Government Re-organisation (LGR) is moving at pace with additional
information being requested from the nine local authorities by the middle of May. The future
warding arrangements are projected to be known over the summer of 2026. Several tenants
had been in touch prior to the Renters Right Act coming into effect. A grant funding approach
sent originally to the Parish Council had been forwarded to her and Councillor Smith will
contact the sender. Councillor Smith also planned to attend the Yarnival.

District Councillor Forde has been elected leader of the independent group at Newark &
Sherwood District Council; he meets weekly with the CEO and the leaders of other political
groups. Councillor Forde’s Pride in Place application of £1m from Baines Avenue to the
cemetery had not been shortlisted. Councillor Forde invited further individual comment in
response to the micro energy storage planning application as the developer has improved the
visual amenity of the planned energy plant.

District Councillor Hall had been on a hard-hat tour of Castle Gate House. The initiative to
promote responsible dog ownership will take place on Tuesday 30 June at Balderton Lake.
Improvements to Landsbury Road area beyond the current planters include a knee rail,
grassed area and trees. Councillor Hall has not been able to join the panel of the Lowfield
surgery as she is not a patient at the practice.

Minutes

It was AGREED that the minutes of 22 April 2026 meeting were an accurate record with the
Chairman signing the minutes as confirmation

Parish Councillors’ Report
Councillor Buxton updated that the Health Group meeting frequency is every 3 months
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Committees and Sub-Committees
The Terms of Reference for the following committees and sub-committees were discussed:

a) Amenities Committee

i The following 8 members were elected to the committee:
e Vanessa Bracegirdle
e Karen Callingham

Mandie Elson

Jean Hall

Jakub Hague

Debbie Moore

Dean Scott
e Joy Sellars

i Nominations for Chair of the Amenities were received for Councillors Elson and Hall.
Councillor Hall was voted in as Chair

i The locum Clerk suggested an amendment to the draft Terms of Reference, the removal of
a meeting frequency every 2 months was AGREED

Personnel & Policy Committee

i The following 5 members were elected to the committee:
e Jane Buxton

Karen Callingham

Martyn Cox

Mandie Elson

Anna Rutkowska

i Two named substitutes were elected to the committee, Councillors Bracegirdle and Scott

i Nominations for Chair of the Personnel & Policy were received for Councillors Cox who was
elected as Chair

c) Allotments Sub-Committee

10.

1.

i The following 4 members were elected to the committee:
¢ Roy Fairbairn
e Leigh Marshall
e Dean Scott
e Joy Sellars
i Nominations for Chair of the Allotments were received for Councillors Sellars who was
elected as Chair

Meeting Dates

The meeting dates for Full Council were AGREED. There had been a suggestion to bring the
time of Full Council forward to 6:30pm. There was a counter proposal to keep the time at
7:00pm. It went to the vote with 7:00pm AGREED.

Appointment of Representatives

The following representatives were nominated and elected to other bodies and liaison
meetings:

British Gypsum/St Gobain — There was a question whether to appoint representatives since
there had been no liaison over an impending planning application. It was AGREED to keep the
lines of communication open with Councillors Jakub Hague, Rutkowska and Scott voted as the
representatives
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14.

15.

16.

17.

19.

20.

21.

22,

b)

c)

Newark Healthcare Consultative Group — it was previously 2 representatives, but it is now only
1 although this may evolve again because of the Local Government reorganisation. Councillor
Buxton was voted as the representative with Councillor Bracegirdle as substitute.

Newark Town Board — previously it was the Chairman & the Clerk, Councillor Buxton, as
Chairman was voted in.

Standing Orders

It was AGREED to adopt the updated Model Standing Orders, subject to a change to the remit
of the public forum removing the restriction to speak or make observations in relation to items
on the agenda

It was AGREED to adopt the Scheme of Delegation

Governance

It was NOTED that the Financial Regulations had been adopted at March 2026 Council
meeting

It was NOTED that updated policies will be brought to Council throughout the civic year for
consideration and adoption

Insurance
It was NOTED that insurance provision had been reviewed at March 2026 Council meeting

Asset Register
It was NOTED that the Asset Register had been reviewed at March 2026 Council meeting

Grants
The grants awards made during the financial year ending 31 March 2026 were NOTED

Subscriptions
The Council’s and Officer subscriptions were AGREED

Bank Mandate

It was AGREED to remove the Clerk’s name from the CCLA, Lloyds and Unity bank mandates
Councillor Elson asked to be removed as a bank signatory with Councillor James Hague
included as a bank signatory for all bank accounts. These changes were AGREED by Council.

Payroll
It was AGREED to outsource payroll and to delegate the provider decision to the locum Clerk
and Councillors Cox and Moore

Bowser
It was AGREED to purchase the bowser from its preferred grounds equipment supplier

Brisbane Court

It was agreed that the area would benefit from County Councillor Smith’s improvements and
whilst Council is grateful for the approach. It was AGREED not to accept the grant funding
award to facilitate and deliver part of County Councillor Smith’s Brisbane Court initiative and
not to provide Grounds staff resource because the initiative is on private land and the Grounds
staff do not have available capacity.

Public Path Diversion
The 2026 Order to divert Hawton footpath No 5 was NOTED
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23.

a)

24,

25.

b)

d)

Planning

26/00474/FUL

Bridge House, 4 London Road - Change of use from C1 (Bed & Breakfast) to C3 (residential).
No comment

Planning Decisions
The following planning decisions were NOTED:

26/00010/HOUSE
1 Theresa Court, NG24 3LB - Demolition of part and extension to existing bungalow
Granted permission

25/02030/HOUSE
25 Christopher Crescent, NG24 3BS - Proposed single storey rear extension
Granted permission

26/00163/PA

Flowserve Pump Division, Hawton Lane, NG24 3BU - Application to determine if Prior Approval
is required for proposed installation of roof mounted 400kWp solar PV system as Schedule 2
Part 14 Class J

Prior Approval required and permitted

26/00315/FUL
St Giles Church Hall 43 Main Street, NG24 3LN - Replace the windows to the Community Hall
Granted permission

26/00419/HOUSE
97 Manners Road, NG24 3JB - Proposed Single Storey Rear Extension
Granted permission

Correspondence
No correspondence had been received which required Council’'s awareness
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26. Exempt Business
It was AGREED under the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by
s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of
newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds
that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A
of the Local Government Act 1972 - Staffing Matters

27. The exempt notes from 22 April 2026 were APPROVED and signed
28. An update on Staffing Matters was provided:

a) Itwas AGREED to continue with the previously agreed delegation but with a revision to the
residual matters framework

b) It was AGREED to continue with an alternate approach to cover the locum Clerk’s extended
absence

Meeting Closed at: 8.55pm

Chairman (name):

Chairman (signature):

Date:
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