Balderton Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 {81 2015/234)

(a)

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e}

The audit of accounts for Balderton Parish Council for the year ended 31
March 2024 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection by any local government
elector of the area of Balderton Parish Council on application to:
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Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of £ { ,&(c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountahility Return.
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Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 &3 of
the AGAR must be pubtished by
30 September, This must include
publication on the smaller
authority’s wabsita, The smaller
autherity must decide how long to
publish the Notlce for; tha AGAR
and sxternal auditor report must
be publicly available for 5 years.

tnsert the name, position and
addrass of the person to whom
lacal government elsctors shoutd
apply to inspect tha AGAR

i)

{b) Insert the hours during which
Inspection rights may be
exercised

{c) Insertareasonabie sumfor -
copying costs

{d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the natlce

{e) Insert the date of placing of the
natice
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledgs as the members of;

our responsibility for efisuting that there is a sound system of intérnal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best.of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accczunttng Statemants for the ysar gnded 31 March 2024, that;

‘Yes'means rh‘u this aulhaniy

§ preparaq’ its QCCOUHUHQ sralements in BCCO!'CI'HHCG

1 We ha\.re put in place arrangsmenta for effenhv f‘nancual :
wilh the Agcoynts and Audit-Regulaions.

management during the year, and for the. praparation of
the ageounting slatements.

We falnlzingd an adoguate $ystem of intaral cor{tfcifﬁ
including measures designed ta prevent.and delect fraud
and sorruption ahd reviewed its effectiveness.

made piopar arrangehven_fs and acespted responsibiity
for safeguarding the public money and resources In
fts.charge,

2

has only dorie what It has the legal powsr to do and has

3. We took &ll réesonabie sleps o agsufe vurselves
compliod with Proper Practices frr doing so.

that thare-are nd matiers of actual or petentlal
nan-compliance with laws, regulations and-Proper
Practices that could have a significant finandial effect
ain the abllity of this authorily to coftdue! its
bijsiness or anage Its finances,

Wae prav!ded praper oppartunity during the yesrfor
the exercise of electory rights in accordancs with the
reqirerants of the Accourits and Audit Regulations.

. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authorlly ard took appropriate steps to mafiage thode
rigks, inclding the inraduction of internat conirols ahdior
axtemnal insurance cover where requlred.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and

affeciive system of Internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

during the year gave all persans interestad tha apportunily to
3_ ftispect and ask guestions about this authorty’s accounts.

P

't congitlered and documentad the financial and other visks It
[ faces and dealt with them praperly.

a8

arranged for a competent persor, Independent of thé financly!
| conirols and procedures, fo give an abjective view o whether
internal controls meet the neads of this smaller aufhonfy

fesnonded to matters braught fo its altention by infernal and
external auait,

disclosed svarything it ahould have about ifts business aétivity
during the.yesr including evénts laking place afterthe year

We look agpropriate action on alf matters raised

in repoits from intemnal and externg! audit.

. We considefed whéther any litigatian, fiabilities or
commitments, everils or lfandactions, oceuing sither
during or after the year-end, have a financialimpact en
this autherlty and, where approptiate, have fncluded them
I the aceounting statBmants.

8, {For locai gounglls enly) Trust funds including
charftable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountahility
respensibillties for the fund(sydsdets, Including
finaricial reporting and, if required; independent
examination or audit.

-

o

) W a5 maf all of its responsibiiities where, ag a body
corgorate, it s a sole managing trustes of a local
W ircstor brdsts,

*Pleass provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknessés Identified. These sheets must be publishéd with the Annual
Governance Statemeant.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved ata Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meetlng of the authorlty on: approval was giveri,

a1/e5 200y
and recarded as minute reference:

ot Clerk

Chair

www.baldertonparishcouricil.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for ‘

) Year ending
31 Merch '
2023
£

2024

1, Balgrcas brought
forwdrd

2. () Precept or Rates and
Levies

31 March

Noies and gmdance

Flease round all figures to nearest £1 Do no leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Wil balances. Al ﬁgures must
agree lo underfymg i nanc:al records.

Total Balances and reserves at the beginning of fhe yaar '
| 85 ragorded in the financial fecords. Value must dgrae fo
Box 7 of previeus year.

1 Total amount of precept {or for 10Bs rates and Iewes)

| recefved or receivable in tha year, Exclude ary grants
raceived.

3. (+) Tatal ather recelpts

1 Tatal income or receipts as recorded In the cashbook less
the precept of ratesflevies received (fing 2). Includy any
grants recaived.

4. (-) Staff costs

Total expenditura or paymenfs mads to and on behalf
of alf employees. Include gross saidres and wagss,
ermployers NI contributions, €mpliyers perision
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (~) Loan interest/capital
repayments

Total axpendiiure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authorlfy's korrowings (if any),

8, () All other paymerits

Tetal expenditure or payments as recarded in the cash-
bodk less staff costs (line 4} and loap interest/capilal
rapayments fling 8).

7. (=) Balances carried
forward

Total balances and resarves atf the end of the year. Must
| aqual (1+243) - (4+5+8),

8. Tetal valus of cash and
shart term investmenis

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shari term Invasiments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation,

| 9. Total fixed assets plus
lang term investments
and assets

:| The value of all the property the authorily owns - it is mada
1 up of all its fixed assefs and fong term invéstments as at
31 March.

10. Total berrowings

The outsfanding capital balance as at 31 March of alf loans
from third parties (including PWIB).

 For Local Gouncils Only

11a. Disclosur‘ nate re Teust funds
(includling eharitable)

The Councll, a3 a body corporate, acts as sile tuistes and
fs responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

11h. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above
| exclude any Trust lransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on elther a receipts and paymants
oF income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountebility for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer hefore being
presented to the authority for approval

e Lo %frfz(sfg:fg{

30/04/2024

Date

1 confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by thls authonty on this date:

2 /o5 |aoiy

as recorded in minute reference:;

Tel ¥l

Signed by Chalr of tha meeting where the Accounting

- Statements were approved

Q‘Jm&ﬂvm;ﬁtﬁﬁ
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Section 3 —~ External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24

[n respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out In accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has dstermined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 {AGN 02) as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General, AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website — hitps://iwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return In accordance with
Proper Practices which:;

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024: and
+ confirms and provides assurance oh those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabilit% Return (AGARY), in our optnicn the informatior in
Seactions 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matiers have come to our attention giving cause for concarn that
relevant legisfation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:
We are unable to complete our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation as a result of correspondence receivad in
relation to 2023/24 and/or prior years. Once we have finalised our review and completed any additional wark arising from that
correspondence, a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Qur fee note for the limited assurance review wifl be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

We do not certify completion bacause:

We have received correspondence bringing information to our attention that we must consider before certifying the complstion of our
review and the discharging of our responsibilities

Extermal Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature p,é:f i }?:(;;&,{’L e &'/"'
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"Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023/24 in respect of
Balderton Parish Council NT0O008

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Cur responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAD). Alimited assurance reviewis not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried
out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide
the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower
level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies
with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountabillty Return in accordance with NAG Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as
issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 Is available from the NAO
website - https://www,.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guid ance-and-information-for-auditors.

This authority is responasible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that
it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governange and Accountability
Return in accordance with Proper Practices which: ‘
e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
s confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On 19 September 2024, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of Sections
1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024,
We explalned that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now in a position
to certify completion of the review,

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return requires
amendments as follows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our
opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters
have come to cur attention giving cause for concearn that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not
been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

« The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertions in Section 1, Boxes 2
and 3, but it has provided the appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of
the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified. However, we recommend that the Council considers
expanding its responses to cover those elements of the eligible objections to the 2023/24 AGAR that it recognises
as not having been met during 2023/24.

¢ We received challenge correspondence in relation to the 2023/24 AGAR which we considered before completing
our work. The autharity will receive an Invoice in relation to this additional work.

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westfarry Circus
: Canary Wharf, London

PKF Littlejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of mambers’ names [s available at the address below. PKF Littlejohn LLP E14 AHD
is a limited liability partnership reglstered In England and Wales No, 0GC242572. Registerad office at 15 Westferry Clrous,
L.ondoh E14 4HD. PKF Littlejahn LLP is a mamber of PKF Global, the network of mamber flrms of PKF Internaticnal Limited,
zach of which is a separate end independent legal entity and does not accept any respons|bility or liability for the actlons or T: +44(0)20 7516 2200
inactions of any individual membar or correspondent firm(s). . pkf-l oorm
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External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our respuonsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2024.

PURE LAt ychn, LLP

PKF Littlejohn LLP
2170172025

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Gircus
Canary Wharf, London

PKF LittleJohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members’ names is avallable at the address helow. PKF Littlejohn LLP £14 4HD

I & limited labllity partnership regiastared in England and Wales No, DC342572. Reglstered office at 15 Westferry Gircus, "

London E14 4HD. PKF Littlejohn LLP is a member of PKF Global, the netwark of member flrms of PKF Internaticnal Limited,

aach of which is a separate and Independent legal entlty and does not aacept any responsibllity.ar liability for the actlons or T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200
inactions of any individual member or correspondentfirmis). pkf«l com



